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NOTENOTE
Dear reader,
 
Thank you for glimpsing at the yearbook. We 
have put a lot of work into making it the best 
yearbook possible. This year, we had hoped to 
explore the world and its many corners. With a 
great influx of international students, it seemed 
proper to look past the borders. And while 
we definitely have some insights into beauti-
ful holidays and home countries, pictures of 
Dutch dogs to Australian koalas, and the fac-
es of English students from all over, there was 
a bit of difficulty with being too international.
You may have noticed the pandemic. It has im-
pacted us all in a variety of ways, and we hope 
you have been able to make the best of it! It 
is weird to write with the theme ‘international’ 
in mind with many of the borders closed. And 
in a yearbook about 2020, the 2020-ness of it 
all needs to be discussed. When an elephant 
barges into the room and sits down at the din-
ner table, perhaps it is polite to address it.
You’ll undoubtedly notice the way it has af-
fected the yearbook. But regardless, we hope 
that we have put something together that still 
feels like hanging out with friends. Something 
to remember the year of Etcetera and ELC by, 
regardless of its associated turbulence. Leaf 
through the pictures, read the articles, and 
reminisce on the associated memories. This 
yearbook is something we’re proud of and 
we hope that shines off the pages. And most-
ly, of course, we hope you’ll enjoy reading it!
 
The Yearbook Committee ’19-‘20

EDITOR’SEDITOR’S
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MEET THE TEAM

Ben 
“I officially distance myself from spelling errors 

in the finished product”

Laura

“Hi Katinka!!! :-))”

Emma
“Tbh I think I was just here for 

emotional support.”

Sara
“Slept through the meeting... sorry 

guys.“

Katinka
“What I have learned after joining this 

committee? How to use Zoom.”
6



Pip
“He said he had sunken down into 

the sea, til the sea opened up about 
him and showed him a path among a 

field of green corn’

Anne
“There are a lot of pictures of me in this 

yearbook. But it’s okay because I’m pretty.”

Eireen 
“For a proofreader I really can’t spell.”

Sarah
“Special thanks to Zoom for making this 

yearbook possible.”

Chinouk
“I voted for pink as a theme color but the 

answer was no.”
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Board Talk
“I mean, how can I accurately describe this crazy board year? It has 
been a unique, exciting, happy chaos, but most importantly, so 
much fun! Reminiscing moments such as the four of us getting shit-
faced during our own CoBo, me waiting for the morning bus at 5 AM 
post-Halloween Party, slicing up chicken for a couple of hours straight 
to feed people during Members Weekend… Besides that fun stuff, it 
has also been an incredible learning experience for me. Not to make 
this sound like a CV description, but I have actually learned important 
social and work skills as a chair that I value a lot! I have also been so 
happy to be joined by amazing board members (made my job as chair 
a lot easier!), who have been not only just my colleagues, but also like 
my happy ETC-family. It’s sad we had to end our board year all online, 
missing out on the Study Trip to Berlin, sad after-GMA moments and 
just support hugs in the office during these last tough bits of the aca-
demic year. On the bright side though, the study association has been 
a great way to stay connected to others and continue to see others’ 
faces, which is exactly what we need during this time! I am definitely 
going to miss the weekly meetings and organizing fun events, but I’m 
very grateful for the nice memories!” 

“My name is Jeremy Larsen, I’ll be the Chair of Et-
cetera in the upcoming academic year and I’m really 
looking forward to working alongside my fellow board 
members! I’m a committed student but a slow reader, I 
like Ernest Hemingway and Frank Ocean, and I have a 
record collection that could cover my tuition fees for a 
year (but I haven’t taken that option, at least not yet). 
I’m not sure when we’ll all be able to walk the halls of 
university campuses again, but when we do, say hi if you 
see me!”

“My name is David Slot and I’ll be Etc’s secretary in the 
academic year to come. I just got back from a year’s ex-
change in Scotland and am dying to tell you about it in 
horrendous, unbearable detail! I’m a huge fan of aquar-
iums, silkworm breeding and Ursula Le Guin’s science 
fiction cycle. Currently looking for moomin memorabilia: 
DM me.”
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Jeremy Larsen - Chair Yee Man
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“My name is Tido Verduin and I will be the treasurer of 
the Etcetera board during the 2020-2021 academic year. 
I’m a former engineering student who is fascinated with 
literature, film, video games, and anything else with a 
narrative. I’m a sucker for good hip hop, my favorites 
being Nas, Childish Gambino, and A Tribe Called Quest, 
but I’ll listen to any-
thing, really. I also love cooking, arguing, and defending 
my (self-proclaimed) title as Etcetera’s best Smash Bros. 
player. I look forward to meeting, talking to and l
earning from as many of you as possible in 
the coming year!”

“Hey! My name is Severin Perovic, and I’m the Commis-
sary of Internal Affairs for Etcetera during the coming 
academic year. Imagine your everyday English student 
and all the cliches that might come with them (the 
books, the weird obsession with music, the whole going 
for unusually lengthy walks thing) and you’re probably 
halfway to knowing me pretty well. On a good day you 
can probably find me in our office taking a nap after 
my fourth coffee of the day has worn off; I’m incredibly 
excited to meet all of you and get to know you at some 
of our events!”

“Hi, I’m Anne and I’ll be the Commissary for External Affairs in 
the coming year. I enjoy running, drinking coffee, and sleeping, 
which can be a confusing combination at times. If you need 
someone to go to a concert with hmu, I’m a sucker for good 
music. I also love oceans, rivers, lakes, or any kind of water 
really #stayhydrated. At this point I would like to advertise my 
blogs dedicated to potatoes: Ijustreallyreallylikepotatoes on 
both tumblr and Instagram. I’m super excited for the year to 
come and FINALLY coming back to Amsterdam!”

Tido Verduin - Treasurer

Severin Perovic

Anne Benkowitz

Co
m

m
is

sa
ry

 o
f E

xt
er

na
l A

ff
ai

rs
Com

m
issary of Internal A

ffairs

9



Somewhere that is neither here nor there
There are hills where rabbits 
dig holes in red earth between Permian rocks
Someday, grandfathers, I will meet you there. 

Have you no attendant to pick the dirt from between your dewclaws?
Mongrel, tell me what it’s like to feel the fleas itch
Vermin are removed with gilded pincers before they get the chance to 
mark my skin
Just look at your beauty, sigh the onlookers 
We admire the long fur on your ears so
Hanging like strands of golden syrup 
Oh can’t we eat you with our fingers and eyes?
When I die I will be stuffed, mounted and preserved behind polished 
glass
Without a smudge
For even in death I am too valuable to let rot
My bearing is regal and patrician
With the might of men who pulled blue domed cities from the moun-
tainside
You bore me with the charades of your border collie games
There are papers tracing my bloodline back to when they knew the 
Pashto
Words calling them down the mountain
Through rice fields of Balkh, a fox bleeding between their jaws
Their fur was short not long like mine, for hunting not pageantry
A grandfather ran at the heels of Skandar as he crossed the Indus at 
Hund
Such Great Games were played, with us gifted as
Prizes by our kings to great men from the Great Kingdom
Carried away to where we are no longer Tāzī but hounds
I have a leather collar with lead to match 
Red from Henry Poole
But my eyes are set deep and 
Long for the things I do not know, cannot see
Far off, a persimmon tree drops its fruit and kites fly overhead
Their glass strings shining.

 The Afghan Hound: A Family Chronicle
 For Professor de Vries and her four legged friends

Pip Jurgens 10



Picking a minor can be quite tricky. There are so many op-
tions that it’s almost impossible not to be overwhelmed. 
Not just the English department, not just Humanities, or 
hell, not even just the UvA is accessible. If they offered a 
minor in Equinery in Groningen, or Defence Against the 
Dark Arts in Nijmegen; both could be options. Luckily, 
you don’t have to go in blind. Students before you have 
been making minor choices for years! But first, let’s ask, 
why should I even do a minor?
A minor is a degree in your degree. A great moment to 
step away from English for a while to explore other op-
tions. Throw yourself into something that you don’t have 
a chance for otherwise! It’s a great chance to explore a 
creative course, or go brave the world of physics and bi-
ology. You get 30 EC to explore. Minors might differ in 
set up. Some will take up an entire semester, others are 
spread out over two. Some allow you to choose from a 
number of courses, others have planned out your entire 
route. But they’re designed experiences, focusing on 
a certain subject. We’ve gathered four students to talk 
about their experiences with their minors, all going in 
very different directions, showing you the breadth of op-
tions before you. 

Name: Remo Basoglu
Minor: Managing Digital Innovation at the VU
What is the minor about: The minor is given by the fac-
ulty of Business and Economics and looks at digital inno-
vation from the perspective of a firm. It deals with gen-
eral topics, such as what developments have been made 
in the last few decades and how innovation can disrupt a 
market, but also more specific subjects, like how physical 
workplaces are being redesigned. There was also a real-
ly interesting course on the ethics of algorithms, which 
was cool because it is basically philosophy, but then in a 
modern setting. 
Why and for who is the minor a good choice: I think 
this is a good minor for anyone who wants to have a 
break from literature and linguistics, but also for people 
who want to broaden their horizon, or who are just really 
interested in the topic.

Name: Chaakir Benzina
Minor: Education
What is the minor about: A practical and theoretical 
university program consisting of a hands-on teaching ex-
perience at a Dutch high school, as well as familiarizing 
yourself with concepts and theories surrounding the field 
of education.
Why and for who is the minor a good choice: Teach-
ing is about as challenging as you would expect it to be. 
This minor is designed not just for those with interest in 
managing a classroom, but those who are aware of the 
challenges and are willing to explore them as a means of 
uncovering what makes various kinds of learners tick and 
finding out more about the field. If you are not opposed 
to being thrown into the deep end, as well as being in-

ELECTIVES AND MINORS
credibly busy, this minor will compliment your desire 
to study, learn and teach a field that is ever-changing, 
always adapting to new developments in society that 
affect the youth. It is rewarding, but time-consuming 
and exhausting. You will be prone to failure, but as is 
key to the field, you won’t be alone.

Name: Rebecca Doets
Minor: Gender and Sexuality
What is the minor about: The minor in its core is 
about intersectionality, between gender, sexuality, 
race, and many different more specific subjects. You 
choose your own courses besides the course ‘Intro 
to Gender and Sexuality’ (12ECs out of a minor of 
24EC), so you get to personally curate the minor to 
your interests. 
Why and for who is the minor a good choice: 
Honestly, when I completed the introductory course, 
my main thought was everyone should have to take 
this course. I believe the Introduction to Gender and 
Sexuality course is the best course I have taken at 
UvA in my three years here. Whether you are spe-
cifically interested in feminist issues, decolonization, 
sexuality, or simply enjoy critical thinking on globally 
important topics, this minor will have something for 
you. There are thirteen elective courses to choose 
from, with topics ranging from equality in education, 
the political economy of beauty, intersections of race 
and gender in postcolonial history, military interven-
tion, the sociology of sexuality, and even a course on 
popular culture. In short, the minor is what you make 
it, and I can’t recommend it enough.

Name: Ben Groot
Minor: Programming at Science Park (Dutch)
What is the minor about: The programming minor is 
about sitting in a room for about 40 hours a week and 
learning to understand computers just a little better 
than you did before. It’s a minor about learning log-
ic, heuristics and programming languages, showing 
you at a rapid pace what computers can do, in a very 
practical way. 
Why and for who is the minor a good choice: This 
minor is a Dutch minor, I’ll have to say. All content 
is in English, but the teachers and student assistants 
are all Dutch, so that might be a possible barrier. Be-
sides that, though, the minor programming is great 
for people who would like to do something very con-
crete and practical for a change. The content is very 
direct and logical, but not so restrictive that there’s 
no room for creativity. I personally really enjoyed the 
weekly assignments that felt almost like puzzles. And 
the great thing is that it can be really helpful in your 
other courses. If you’re interested in neurolinguistics, 
or corpus linguistics, knowing a programming lan-
guage is a huge help!

Ben Groot
11



Stella””

Your Favorite Book and Recipe From Your Country

STELLA
finland

Travel Tips

What would you recommend seeing when going 
to Finland? 
“I would begin with Helsinki, the capital. With the 
sea breeze and many green parks, it’s at its pretti-
est during the short summer. There are museums 
to suit every taste, but definitely jump on a boat to 
the Suomenlinna sea fortress and stroll around the 
green island, maybe dip your toes in the sea.”

“Next, I have to warmly recommend the lake dis-
trict where I grew up. Tampere is a charismatic city 
with red-brick-chimneys, a rich industrial and war 
history, and a blossoming art and music scene. It’s 
built on a stretch of land between two enormous 
lakes, both of which the Pyynikki observation tower 
looks over (their homemade donuts have earned 
them fame). The locals love the Rauhaniemi public 
sauna, complete with a year-round possibility of 
plunging into the lake and one of the best sunset 
views in town.”

“The best thing about Finland is definitely its pure 
and beautiful nature. Apart from the lakes, there 
are immense untouched forests, which cover well 
over half of the country. If you’re into hiking, you’ll 
love the national park of Koli, or head farther into 
the north to Lapland. Especially in autumn, its col-
ors are absolutely breathtaking. Winter converts its 
hills into a skiing heaven with enough snow to sink 
neck-deep in – literally!”

Recipe

What is a national dish and how do you make it?
“The Karelian pie is a popular savoury snack.”

The rice filling:
Boil 2dl of water in a saucepan. Add 2dl of rice and 
cook until water is absorbed. Add 1 liter of milk (or 
alternative) and bring to a boil while stirring. Sim-
mer at a low heat for 30 minutes or until cooked. 
Then season with salt and butter and let cool. 

The rye dough:
Stir 4dl rye flour and 1dl white flour into 2dl of 
water and work into a solid dough. On a floured 
surface, form the dough into a bar and cut into 20 
pieces. Form little balls from the pieces and flatten. 
Sprinkle some rye flour onto the surface and roll 
the pieces as thin and round as possible. 
Fill the center of each crust with a layer of rice por-
ridge. This is the hard part: fold the edges in and 
pinch tightly – the pies should be oval shaped. 
Bake at 275-300 C for 10-15 minutes, until golden 
brown.

luxembourg
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Stella””

finland

Books

What is your favorite Finnish book? 
“This is a tough one… I’ll go with Arto Paasilinna’s 
The Year of the Hare. It’s about an unhappy jour-
nalist who, after almost running over a hare, de-
cides to abandon his job, wife and life, in exchange 
for adventuring around the country with the hare 
as his company. The author has a marvelous sense 
of sarcasm and farce. Expect all kinds of marvellous 
weirdness.”

Further “fun facts” or interesting aspects?
“In addition to Finnish, Swedish is the second 
official language of the country. It’s a remnant from 
when we were invaded by them, which is also a 
motive for numerous jokes with a theme of rival-
ry between the countries. All of them begin with 
“Once upon a time a Finn, a Swede, and a Norwe-
gian…”. I’m not quite sure what the latter is doing 
there.”

“Finland isn’t called the land of a thousand lakes 
for nothing – I had to check the exact number, and 
as it turns out, the country boasts no less than 187, 
888 lakes. For saunas, the number is a jaw-drop-
ping two million, for a population of 5.3 million. 
My parents have one in the basement and one 
outside. We like our saunas.”

“These lakes are made for swimming. The first time 
you take a dip in the new year, be it in a frozen 
lake—followed by sauna: a purifying tradition, they 
say, but I always get cold feet—or well into June, is 
called throwing away your winter fur.”

LAURA
luxembourg

Travel Tips

What would you recommend seeing when going 
to Luxembourg? 
“My personal favorite sites to visit are the lakes, 
especially the Stau in the south of Luxembourg and 
the Baggerweier in the East, right near where I live. 
Whereas the Stau is free to visit, the Baggerweier 
does cost a couple of euros entry, as they remove 
the algae every once in a while. Culturally, it is 
worth going to the city centre of Luxembourg (both 
the country and it’s capital city share the same 
name) for some beautiful architecture, especially 
the building of the Spuerkees, a Luxembourgish 
bank. There is also a wonderful modern and con-
temporary art museum in Kirchberg, Luxembourg’s 
business district. The museum is called Mudam and 
it’s located near the castle ruins of Dräi Eechelen on 
a hill that offers a wonderful view of the entire city. 
I personally live in the east of the country, near the 
Moselle, which is known for its wine tastings and 
carnivals; such as Musel am Dusel, which is Luxem-
bourgish for something like “The Moselle is dazed” 
as well as other celebrations by the river.”

13
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Recipe

What is a national dish and how do you make it?
“Two of our most famous national dishes are 
soups. One is the Bouneschlupp: a green bean 
soup with potatoes, bacon and onions. And the 
other is called Iërbsebulli (Luxembourgish for “pea-
mud”), which is basically a really tasty stew consist-
ing of peas, potatoes, onions, celeriac, leek, and 
most importantly Mettwurscht, a strongly flavoured 
German sausage. Another Luxembourgish favor-
ite is Kachkéis (Lux. for “Cook-cheese”), a runny 
French cheese made by melting metton cheese 
which people spread on their bread, often with a 
bit of mustard. This is also a personal favorite of 
mine.” 

Books

What is your favorite Luxembourgish book? Has 
it been translated?
“One book that came to my mind is Luxembour-
gish author Pol Sax’s “U5”, which is written in 
German. U5 is his debut novel and it’s about a 
relationship between three people that all live 
around the metro line number 5 in Berlin. Howev-
er, I don’t think that this novel has been translated 
into English yet.”

Further “fun facts”? Interesting aspects?
“A fun, or maybe sometimes not so fun fact about 
Luxembourg is that you basically know somebody 
wherever you go within the country. It could be fun 
because you’re always surrounded by people you 
know, but there is also a major tendency for gossip 
and getting involved in other people’s personal 
business.”

“One of Luxembourg’s national treasures is our 
“Superjhemp”, a superhero that started out as a 
cartoon and now even has his own movie. The best 
part about him is that he gets his superpowers 
from eating the aforementioned Kachkéis.”

“Furthermore, I think it is linguistically quite inter-
esting that the country has many different accents 
even though it is so small and only counts about 
600.000 residents. There is the “city-accent”, the 
“Moselle-accent”, the “South accent”, and the 
“Eisleck-accent”, and probably even more.”

 “Another fun fact is that all of the students who 
have written their finals (i.e. have finished their 

last year of high school) go on a collective party 
vacation to Lloret de Mar in Spain. So, all of the 
students from every school (except for the people 
who don’t feel like it of course!) assemble in two to 
three hotels and party for a week straight, forget-
ting about all that exam stress. “

“Finally, and what I’m most glad about, there is a 
blossoming music and rap culture in Luxembourg, 
with labels such as “Stay Fou” (stay crazy/cool) and 
“De Läbbel” and a bunch of talented artists such 
as “Seed to Tree” and “Chaild”. “

NICOLE
aruba

 
Travel Tips

What would you recommend seeing when going 
to Aruba? 
“Aruba is too small to have cities (it’s much smaller 
than Amsterdam!) but it is split up into districts. 
The more touristy areas are Oranjestad and Noord, 
which is where all of the hotels are. The picture on 
the next page is Oranjestad, where most of the 
high-end shops that tourists frequent are located. 
“
 
“Aruba is best known for its beautiful beaches, 
with warm white sand and clear blue water, perfect 

14
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NICOLE
aruba

to swim in on a hot day. Since Aruba is in the trop-
ics, this is basically all year round!”                                          
 
“Aruba also has a ‘natural pool’, called Conchi! It’s 
a bit tricky to get there, as you need a 4x4 or ATV 
vehicle and the roads are very hard to maneuver, 
but it is completely worth it! This is a MUST SEE. “
 
“Our biggest cultural celebration is Carnaval, and if 
you’re in Aruba in the months of January and Feb-
ruary you’re lucky enough to see it. Our carnavals 
are a smashing celebration of music, street parties 
and spectacular parades; full of calypso tones, 
the glitter costumes, big feather headpieces, and 
magnificent floats. They also crown a carnival king 
and queen, as well as princess and prince. There 
are many different Carnaval parades, performed in 
different parts of Aruba, such as Parada Di Mucha, 
which is the children’s parade, as well as Jouvert 
Morning, which starts at 4 AM and is geared more 
towards adults.”
 

Recipe

What’s a national dish and how do you make it?
“Our national dish is called “pisca cu funchi”, 
which roughly translates to fish and corn-meal. Be-
low is a picture. The yellow-ish mass in the middle 
is the funchi! Pisca cu funchi is a delicious dish that 
you can find in many restaurants in Aruba, espe-
cially touristy ones in Oranjestad. But in my opin-
ion, the best way to eat it is homemade by an old 
Aruban grandma. She’ll have the best recipe. To 
make funchi, you mix together water, corn-meal, 
salt, and butter. Bring this to a boil and stir furious-
ly until it is very stiff and pulls away from the sides 
of the pan. Then just cool and serve! There isn’t a 
specific recipe for the fish, although traditionally 
fried fish is used for funchi.”
 
 

Books

What is your favorite Aruban book? 
“Kompa Nanzi by Olga Orman. They are written in 
Papiamento although there is also a Dutch ver-
sion known as Anansi’s Stories. There is no official 
English version.”

Other ‘fun facts’ or interesting aspects?
“Aruba, although very tiny, is a very multicultural 

island. There are a total of 92 nationalities on the 
193 km² island. It’s an amazing place to experience 
different cultures.”
 
“Aruba also has its own official language: Papia-
mento. It is a creole language largely based on 
Portuguese and Spanish and is only spoken on 
Aruba, Curacao and Bonaire, the ABC islands. In 
Aruba, children growing up learn at least 3 lan-
guages. Our education is in Dutch so this is learnt 
at school, together with English. Although, children 
who happen to have a parent from another country 
usually learn that language as well. For example, 
my parents are from the Dominican Republic, so I 
grew up speaking Spanish with them, Papiamento 
and English with friends and Dutch at school.”
 
 
 

JEREMY
singapore

“Although I was pretty young when I moved 
there, and it was easily the peak of my reclusive-
ness (I replayed GTA V around 12 times in this 
period, for reference). I will try to share exciting 
aspects of this island city-state. I’m not gonna 
go into much specific detail about what certain 
things are, so have Google ready in a sidebar for 
this read.”

15
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Travel Tips

“Like most places, Singapore has a great variety 
of things to offer, and the relatively small size of 
the country makes it possible to experience all 
these things in one solid trip (if you’re good at 
commiting to a schedule). I believe in embracing 
the things that a country’s tourism board insists 
you try, so I would recommend going to Marina 
Bay and seeing the Merlion. Go for a ride on the 
Singapore Flyer! Go ride the cable cars to Sento-
sa! Go to Universal Studios! Go to the infinity pool 
at Marina Bay Sands!Do these things because they 
can be enjoyable, and after you can say you’ve 
done them.”

Food

“There are two things that appeal to me about 
Singapore the most: the fact that you can feel like 
you’re living a fantasy life because you can walk 
around this beautiful modern utopian city at any 
time of the day while feeling completely safe, and 
the food! The former may be highly dependent on 
the latter on this one. If you know anything about 
Singapore, you probably know that the country is 
made up of three cultures: Indian, Malay and Chi-
nese. And with that, the country gets blessed with 
some amazing dishes. If I were to list off all the 
dishes you could try, it would take up the entire 
page. Though I’m sure that anyone who goes to 
Singapore is dying to try some of the local cuisine, 
as far as advice goes for what food you should try, 
I can’t guide you much more than you can guide 
yourself. What I will say is that, like with most 
cities, you shouldn’t feel confined to eating where 
you see other tourists eating. There’s a sense of 
luxurious escape when you dine around Clarke 
Quay or Orchard Road, but tap into your sense 
of adventure and go to Chinatown, Little India or 
the East Coast in search of food courts and hawk-
er centres that will be serving up some delicious 
food and at a much better price. Singapore’s 
national dish is technically Hainanese Chicken Rice 
(though there are disputes about that), which is 
an extremely subtle dish that is mainly self-explan-
atory by name. I feel disrespectful if I pretended 
that I know how to make it, and if I looked it up, I 
suppose anyone could do the same, so I’d recom-
mend just trying it yourself. It’s delicious, I prom-
ise. Other dishes I like and can recommend trying 

ARÍS
australia

are satay, Mee Goreng, Char Kway Teow, but I’ll 
keep it at that and let you decide what you like for 
yourself. 
Otherwise, Singapore has plenty of recreation 
to offer. You could hike up Mount Faber (but be 
aware of the monkeys), take a trip through the 
Botanical Gardens or see the Gardens by the Bay 
(where nature and man collide a little more). There 
are beach fronts on the East Coast and at Sentosa 
to enjoy. Visit the National Museum or see Fort 
Siloso, a relic of the Second World War. See a 
show at the Esplanade or go shopping in the city. 
See the different temples and mosques in differ-
ent parts of the city (remember to be respectful 
though).”

“I must apologise for having no pictures of my 
own from this period, but I was one of those kids 
who had a black-and-white Nokia for most of my 
childhood.”

Books 

What is your favorite Singaporean book?
“I’m seriously unfamiliar with any Singaporean 
literature, but maybe try to read any one of the 
many biographies/memoirs of Lee Kuan Yew, the 
first Prime Minister of Singapore. The Singapore 
Story would be the best one to begin with. 
Singapore is super well-connected by its public 
transportation primarily through its Mass Rapid 
Transit (or MRT) which connects the entire city 
together by rail, airport included (Amsterdam, 
please take note).”

Other ‘fun facts’ or interesting aspects?
“There’s a joke that Singapore is a “fine city”, in 
the sense that you can get fined for lots of things, 

         & iceland
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“

and that isn’t just a joke. You can get fined for lots 
of things in Singapore, although I haven’t ever 
seen or heard of it happening, the signs are up for 
everyone to see.”

“Singapore is one of the world’s younger coun-
tries, having gained their independence from Ma-
laysia in 1965. The English name Singapore comes 
from Singapura, the Malay name for the country 
meaning “lion city”. Singapore is (obviously) the 
host of the Singapore-English/Singlish variety 
which we looked at in Linguistics 2. It could be su-
per interesting, with the knowledge you have, to 
go there and listen to the locals talk and put your 
linguistic analysis to work.”

ARÍS
australia

Travel Tips Australia

What would you recommend seeing when go-
ing to Australia? What are your favorite places 
?
“My favourite places in Australia are mostly 
beaches, such as Little Beach, Cottesloe Beach 
and Greens Pool. These are all in Western Austra-
lia, where I grew up.”

Recipe

What’s a national dish and how do you make it?
“Lamingtons. These are a very popular type of 
Australian finger cake. They are cubes of sponge 
cake dipped in chocolate and then coated with 
shredded coconut. Sometimes jam will be put in 
the middle though personally I prefer them  with-
out.”

Books

What is your favorite Australian book? 
“Probably Jasper Jones by Craig Silvey. I had to 

         & iceland

read it for school and ended up loving it. This 
book is set in rural Australia in 1969 and follows 
a bookish 14 year old who joins forces with Jas-
per Jones, an older Aboriginal kid who is being 
framed for a murder he didn’t commit. It is a per-
fect combination of a murder mystery and com-
ing-of-age novel and one of my favourite books of 
all time.”

Further “fun facts”? Interesting aspects?
“10 out of the world’s 15 most venomous types of 
snake live in Australia. We also have a lot of other 
dangerous animals, such as spiders, jellyfish and 
crocodiles.”

Travel Tips Iceland

What would you recommend seeing when go-
ing to Iceland? What are your favorite places? 
“My favourite places in Iceland would probably 
be: the Blue Lagoon, Gullfoss (one of Iceland’s 
many waterfalls) and Reykjavík. The Blue Lagoon 
is a geothermal spa located in a lava field and is 
considered one of Iceland’s best attractions. “

Recipe

What’s a national dish and how do you make it?
“Harðfiskur! This is one of the most popular snacks 
in Iceland and is basically just dried fish. It is made 
by hanging fish from wooden beams, usually near 
the ocean and leaving them for 4 to 6 weeks until 
it becomes cured by bacteria, ready to eat. A lot 
of my non-Icelandic friends find just the concept 
of this disgusting, but I like it a lot!”

Books

What is your favorite Icelandic book?
“‘101 Reykjavík’ by Hallgrímur Helgason. It is set 
in Reykjavík, the capital city of Iceland, and was 
really shocking to read, but in a good way. The 
novel centres around an Icelandic man who sleeps 
with his mother’s eccentric girlfriend while having 
a midlife crisis. The book is quite morbid but also 
really funny. It has been translated into English.”
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What’s your Zodiac Sign?
“I’m Pisces, but I don’t believe in horoscopes be-
cause they all say the same!”

Coffee or tea?
In reply, Dr. van Dam holds up the cup of tea she is 
currently drinking.
“Tea, I drink about 1 liter of tea for each cup of cof-
fee.”

Do you drink it with milk, sugar or nothing?
“Either nothing or honey, I’m not English enough to 
drink it with milk.”

Ah, but your accent is deceptively English though, 
how come?
“I studied English in Leiden. Part of the studies there 
is language acquisition and I find that quite fun. You 
have to sit with headphones on, maybe you’re famil-
iar, and listen to yourself and read stories and listen 
to yourself pronouncing it. “There’s a bad bat in my 
bed” stuff like that. I then did my PhD in Cardiff, 
Wales, so I lived in the UK for a few years but by that 

time I already sounded like a semi-native, I could go 
undercover if I wanted to.”

So the British have not converted you to their tea-
with-milk-drinking ways?
“No, they have not. And I think it was a very good 
thing that my PhD supervisor was originally German. 
But probably if I had a very stereotypical British per-
son, the very polite “let’s talk around some things” 
I would’ve had a very difficult time because I’m very 
straightforward.”

What’s your favourite song?
“Not a favourite song so much. I listen mostly to clas-
sical music and also modern classics. I really like what 
roughly falls under the genre of Minimalist music, so 
Philip Glass is one of my favourite composers. He 
also composed a lot for the ballet and I’ve been to 
some of those performances, I find that fantastic. He 
has composed some works for the Amsterdam Cello 
Octet too and minimalist music played by a Cello 
Octet, I mean, that’s brilliant. You also have a Dutch 
composer who composed the Canto Ostinato. 

DOn a bright Thursday morning Emma Steur and Pip Jurgens interviewed the newest 
member of the English Language and Culture faculty, Dr. Daný van Dam, with 
occasional guest appearances from her little daughter Alina. 

Emma Steur and Pip Jurgens
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(Here little Alina starts cooing in agreement from un-
der the table) which is generally played on between 
2 to 4 pianos. In Leiden, and sometimes in Amster-
dam too I think, they have concerts where you have 
to bring your own mattress or yoga mat and they 
clear out the entire concert hall so you can lie down 
and listen to the music.”
A discussion of experimental music and the 
soundtrack to the film Amélie then ensues. Dr van 
Dam then begins to reminisce. 
“I used to listen to Red Hot Chili Peppers a lot and 
Live and that kind of rock. I still listen to that in the 
car, for example, but it’s more nostalgia than really 
favourite music.”
Emma and Pip nod in agreement. It seems the three 
of us all do enjoy the Red Hot Chili Peppers. 

Do you prefer cats or dogs? 
“Actually neither. If I had to choose it would be cats 
because I think dogs are smelly, but I don’t want a 
pet. I’m allergic and my partner is allergic. I didn’t 
grow up with a pet and every time I thought I wanted 
one I didn’t want to bear the responsibility.”

If your children later on beg you for a pet, would 
you compromise with a goldfish?
“With fish you get all the responsibility without the 
benefits, because you don’t have this cuddly animal 
but you still have to find someone to feed them and 
take care of them when you’re on holiday, so it’s just 
not practical. Alina begins to cry out in glee at the 
subject of goldfish.”

Back to literary matters: hardcover or paperback?
“Probably paperback because of size. Because I have 
way, way too many books. We moved to a 4 bed-
room house in December, which is really nice be-
cause now we have a study again but even with that 
separate study we don’t have enough space for all 
the books. I’m trying to switch to e-books but I like 
actual physical books a lot more.”

In that vein, you read English a lot for your work 
of course, but do you also read in Dutch or per-
haps French for pleasure or do you try to combine 
them?
“I try to read some Dutch things but I mostly read 
English. I mostly read fantasy or light science fiction, 
and sometimes romance. I do read Dutch novels now 
and then and there are some especially good biog-
raphies out there, especially about women so I try to 
read those every now and then. I also like the work 
of Boekenweekgeschenk author Annejet van der Zijl 
[who writes historical fiction]. Dutch history and biog-

raphy stuff interests me but mostly I read English.” 
A discussion of Dutch fantasy horror novels begins 
and if one of our readers is interested in a title, 
Emma recommends Hex by Thomas Olde Heuvelt. 

The next logical questions is, of course: what’s 
your favourite book?
The best book I think is still 1984, especially because 
of the way it engages with language and this notion 
of “if there’s no word for something, you can’t think 
about it” and matters like that. But if you’re asking 
what is the most fun thing that you read recently 
then it’s probably science fiction by Becky Cham-
bers, she writes Queer science-fiction with different 
species and really, it’s fun and lighthearted. The best 
recent book which maybe even competes with 1984 
are the Ken Liu short stories. He won loads of prizes 
for his story The Paper Menagerie. It is freely availa-
ble online and I highly, highly recommend reading it. 
It makes you feel so sad.”

From what we’ve gathered you first taught at the 
University of Leiden. How and when did you de-
cide that you wanted to teach at the UvA?
“It’s a kind of early career fate that people have. I 
studied in Leiden and then moved to Cardiff and 
even when I got back to the Netherlands after my 
PhD I first worked in Amsterdam teaching English on 
a foundation program on campus. It’s based on the 
Roeterseiland campus for students of Economics and 
Business studies. There were also programmes for 
international students with a BA that didn’t entirely 
match up to a Dutch BA Degree so they do a foun-
dation year and then they can continue studying at 
the University of Amsterdam. I taught English there 
and the students had to do IELTS tests. The students 
were really interesting, it was an international crowd, 
with people from China and Korea but also from 
South America and Eastern Europe. Teaching wise 
it was language teaching and that was not my back-
ground, but I managed to find a job at the Literary 
Studies department at the University of Utrecht. It 
was kind of a coincidence because I had helped out 
at a Majors conference and many people who helped 
out were still studying and I said “well, I have a PhD” 
and they happened to be looking for someone to 
teach postcolonial literature, which worked for me. 
So I taught at the University at Utrecht for 2 years. It 
was until last summer and I worked there for 3 days 
a week. Then I also got to teach at the Dutch Open 
University for 1 day a week to replace someone on 
sick leave. I did migration literature and postcolonial 
context there. In the Dutch system you can only have 
temporary contracts for 2 years and after that they 

19



have to give you a permanent contract or you have 
to leave and universities are pretty wary of offering 
permanent contracts so after two years we have to 
go and find another job. I was in touch with peo-
ple from the University of Amsterdam and they still 
needed someone to teach 19th-century literature so 
I ended up teaching in Amsterdam. It wasn’t really a 
planned circumstance. Of course I live in Leiden so 
it needs to be within travel distance but it could’ve 
been any university I could’ve chosen really.”

You studied at Leiden, what was that like?
“When I studied in Leiden I initially did a degree 
in history. I was a really crappy student and I failed 
half my courses and barely passed the rest. I had 
to retake exams so many times. I was really young 
and had to get used to living on my own and I really 
recognise that in many other students. Though it’s 
become much harder now, mostly financially, than it 
was for me. I did a minor in English literature while I 
was studying History and I switched to English. I did 
eventually finish the History BA as well but my Bach-
elors’ Thesis for History was already leaning more to-
wards English because it was on Oscar Wilde and his 
gross indecencies between men. So it’s kind of social 
history with English literature. I did a research mas-
ters in Leiden then called Study of Art and Literature 
and from there I moved to the PhD program.”

Do you have any ambitions of teaching at an Eng-
lish university?
“For personal reasons, at least for the near-ish future 
I want to stay here. My family lives fairly nearby and 
my parents live in France for most of the year. Longer 
term I might be looking at a research scholarship but 
I will stay based in the Netherlands mostly.”
A very loud hammering noise can be heard in the 
background. Alina has decided to have a go at doing 
some home repairs. Dr van Dam scurries off to col-
lect her before she attempts to ‘fix’ the television.

Is there anything at the UvA that stands out in 
comparison to other universities?
“With the exception of the foundation program 
which was solely international students I do think 
there’s a more international crowd than I’ve seen at 
other universities. The UvA draws on people because 
it’s more promoted abroad but that’s the main thing 
that I noticed. Structure wise, there’s also some slight 
differences. Leiden still works with semesters and 
Utrecht works in blocks but doesn’t do the 4 weeks 
in January and June.”

We know that you’re mostly concerned with Vic-

torian literature as we know from your Charlotte 
Brontë course. How did you develop an interest 
in this? Did this interest already develop around 
when you wrote your thesis?
“No, that’s been going on for a while. My BA Thesis 
for English was on a not very well-known Victorian 
author called Edward Bulwer-Lytton and his work 
Paul Clifford. He’s mostly known now because of 
Snoopy.“It was a dark and stormy night” (Emma and 
Pip make sounds of recognition) was the opening to 
Paul Clifford. It’s crime fiction, which I analysed as a 
social novel as well as crime fiction. For my History 
BA I moved on to Oscar Wilde, because I was already 
focused on Gender Studies so that combined those 
aspects. This continued throughout my MA because 
in Amsterdam I followed a course called Gender and 
Posthumanism and at Utrecht University  I followed 
courses in the Gender and Ethnicity research pro-
gramme. For my research MA thesis I came across 
Jeannette Winterson’s work, she writes really explicit-
ly about her experience as a lesbian woman growing 
up in a strictly religious community. Via her I came 
across a work of Sarah Waters, whose novels fall into 
the category of Neo-Victorianism, novels which are 
set in the Victorian era but set up in a critical way, 
kind of discussing topics that were not really openly 
talked about in the Victorian era.”

“Neo-Victorianism is closely linked to postmodernism 
and kind of showcases the liminal experiences. My 
MA thesis was a theoretical approach to Neo Victo-
rianism, Genre Theory and Canon Formation. From 
there on I moved to a PhD in Neo-Victorianism. If you 
look at  the 19th century as the period in which ideas 
and theories about scientific racism and sexism de-
veloped, when you’re writing historical fiction these 
days and place it in the same period you can’t exact-
ly use the same vocabulary used back then. How do 
you take on that load of the past that still represents 
the original but also conveys present thoughts and 
ideals? Some people really romanticize stuff and then 
you have to wonder how critical it still is. Some do 
represent explicit racist viewpoints, like in a novel 
by Robert Edric, which is quite stereotypical about 
the African interior, cannibalism and savagery and all 
that. It’s called The Book of the Heathen. It’s definite-
ly not my favourite. There’s certainly different ways to 
go about this kind of writing.”
 
Would you do your Thesis any differently now?
“No, and also the only way to change things is to go 
back with knowledge you’ve gathered at the latest 
points. I was a massively horrible student when I 
started history, and I often get the question “would 
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you have done better if you started studying English 
first and then switched to History?” and I always say, 
probably not because it wasn’t the course as such I 
was just distracted and way busier with other things. 
I was an inexperienced 18 year old. So only if I’m 
going back with the knowledge and experience I 
have now or at a later point I would’ve done things 
differently. I definitely don’t regret doing things the 
way I’ve done them. The way it went I spent almost 
10 years studying, and it got me two BA degrees, a 
research MA and a year as a member of the board of 
the student society. So it wasn’t as though I spent my 
time doing completely nothing but I did take a long 
time, of course.”

You taught a course about Charlotte Brontë. 
Do you have any other courses in mind that you 
would like to teach? 
“I would love to teach a course closely related to 
my research area. So either on Neo-Victorianism or 
Historical Fiction more broadly. It would have to be 
more advanced like late BA or an MA course because 
I’d really want people to get involved with the theory 
as well. If I’d really get free reign to develop my own 
course it would probably be advanced BA/early MA 
critical theory meets historical fiction.”

Which fictional character would you like to meet if 
given the chance?
“Oh I don’t know.. I’d probably choose something 
really weird like a character from the Sarah Waters 
Science Fiction with the different species. No specific 
human character springs to mind where I think oh 
this is really exciting. No cups of tea with Mr. Darcy.”
Alina then climbs up onto the chair to reveal a canary 
yellow fuzzy headband with a stuffed faux chick on 
the top. She wears it around her neck like a scarf. 

Do you want to share some amusing anecdotes 
from your own Bachelor years?
“In my third year I was a member of the board of the 
sailing club in Leiden and there was one first-year 
course I still needed to finish. It was on Medieval 
History and I detested it. It was so dull. After failing 
that course like 5 times already I bought another 
book because I thought it would help me study bet-
ter. I was waiting for the results when I was at Sailing 
Camp with other people, and since I worked really 
hard to finish the course I brought cake to celebrate 

if I passed. I gave everyone cake when I eventually 
did pass, with a 7,8 no less.”

“Another funny one is also related to sailing. When 
I started in my first year of English I was teaching at 
the sailing club and sailing requires a lot of equip-
ment, you need a wetsuit, floating device and water-
proof containers etc. So for my very first language 
acquisition course in the first week I had come direct-
ly from sailing and arrived loaded down with all my 
gear and all the stuff I needed for the course was in a 
small plastic bag. People had no idea what to make 
of it all.”

Dr. van Dam, we are sure that your appear-
ance in that class has become something of a 
legend! Is there a question you always wanted 
someone to ask you but were never asked?
“I’m thinking like “Can you ever have too many 
books?” and ideologically no but you’re also 
going to run out of space at some point. Umber-
to Eco actually wrote about how valuable having 
unread books actually are. You don’t want a 
library only with books that you’ve already read. 
It’s called the Library of Unread Books. “
We then begin discussing how libraries with their 
vast quantities of books that we could never fin-
ish in a single lifetime confronts us with our own 
mortality. 

Any other interests?
“Other than that as you can see behind me, me 
and my partner are major fans of board games, 
so maybe there’s something about people who 
like to read that also makes them really like 
board games. I like to play really complicated 
strategy board games, like Orleans.” She goes 
to the overflowing shelf and procures the box, 
opens it and shows us all the little maps and 
pieces.

What about Trivial Pursuit and the like?
“I’m actually horrible at Trivial Pursuit. I always 
lose to my brother because he knows all these 
random facts that I don’t know about.”

“You don’t want a library only with books that you’ve already read. 
Its called a library of unread books”
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An immortal evening Pip Jurgens

The writer is a curious breed of gourmand. One way to nudge the mind out of a particularly harsh bout of writer’s block 
is to snack. Writing takes much snacking. Agatha Christie, who published a total of 66 novels, reportedly kept a cup 
filled with Devonshire Cream (as well as a little teaspoon) next to her typewriter for this very purpose. Finally, when the 
writing is complete a celebration is in order and a dinner party is organized. There are dozens of these famous ‘immor-
tal evenings’. Gripping conversation aside, I always wonder what was eaten during say, the dinners of the Bloomsbury 
Group. Or those of the Romantic poets. Did Lamb, Keats and Wordsworth dine on suckling pig after toasting to the 
messianic virtue of Voltaire? The dinner party is the writer’s alternative to a nightclub. If the meal is horrendous then the 
conversation will surely compensate. I have managed to compile the ideal set menu of dishes actually cooked and eaten 
by writers whom you all will (I hope) recognize. I have done this in theme, you will notice, namely dishes made by female 
writers with the tomato as a key ingredient. So, if one so desires to host a dinner party in this culinary style, the follow-
ing set menu comes highly recommended:

Aperitif:
 George Sand
 Gin, Green Chartreuse and Violet Liqueur with a slice of San Marzano to garnish  
Starter:
 Tomato Sandwiches prepared to the taste of Zelda Fitzgerald
 Two thin slices of ripe Brandywine tomatoes placed between buttered slices of white bread, for those both  
 beautiful and damned 
Main: 
 The Aspic Salad of Alice B. Toklas,  “a winning cake”
 A jellied salad of creamed tomato, prepared in the Topeka style
Dessert:
 Sylvia Plath’s Tomato Soup Cake
 Frosted nostalgic speciality with flavours of spiced tomato  

Exeunt

 An Object of fascination
The dish of greatest interest to me was Sylvia Plath’s Tomato Soup Cake. On the 23rd of April, birthday of the great 
Saint George, Sara Kemper and I decided to take a soupy plunge and make this cake ourselves. Sylvia Plath, as it turns 
out, did not invent this recipe entirely herself. Tomato Soup Spice cake was, to the first few decades of the 20th century, 
what Red Velvet is to us now. Popularised by the soup company Campbell’s and featured in various forms throughout 
their many cookbooks; it seems that all over America, people were baking it and liking what they tasted. We know for a 
fact that Sylvia Plath made this cake several times, since she mentions it in letters written to her mother, complaining of 
the cake turning out ‘a bit wet’ after her first attempt at it. The cake Sara and I made was a roaring success! You will be 
astounded.

You will require the following ingredients:

Note: Plath was an American so measurements are made using American baking jargon
• 2 cups of flour 
• 1 tablespoon of baking powder 
• 1/2 teaspoon of baking soda  (there is a difference between the two, but we couldn’t find     

any baking soda so just used powder and it worked brilliantly all the same)
• 1/2 teaspoon of ground cloves (We didn’t have ground cloves so we made our own with a     

mortar and pestle. Such fun!)
• 1/2 teaspoon of ground cinnamon (I find this to be quite stingy and put more in)
• 1/2 teaspoon of ground nutmeg (the beauty of this cake lies in the spices)
• 1 cup of raisins (soak these, sultanas also acceptable)
• 1/2 cup butter (room temp, nice and soft)
• 1 cup sugar  (white, brown, coconut, palm, whatever you fancy)
• 2 large eggs (chicken)
• 11 fluid ounces (325 ml) condensed tomato soup (Ideally you’d make your own but this is very time consuming and we 

all have publishing deals to secure. The most obvious tinned choice is probably Campbell’s but any sort will do. The 
soup we ended up buying had Italian herbs in it. This ended up influencing the final flavour a little bit so, unless you 
particularly enjoy the flavour of Italian herbs, make sure to read the fine print on the package.)

• 1/2 cup (60 grammes) of halved cherry tomatoes, for garnish
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Method

(Note: this cake is best prepared in teams of two.)
• Sara and I began by finding nice big mixing bowls. This took time, as we had to dig through piles of old cookware in 

the back of our cupboard. A suitable cake tin was especially hard to find. 
• We then pre-heated the oven at 200 degrees. We have a very hi-tech advanced oven and Sara knows exactly how to 

use it.
• Our strategy was to divide and conquer, I took charge of mixing the flour, baking powder and the spices together in 

a large bowl whilst Sara mixed the butter and sugar together with a mixer. Our mixer is a Philips from the 70s and has 
only one working whisk but with the help of au-bain-marie, it was whizzed to perfection.    

• Sara then added both eggs into the mix.Things were going very well.
• We then added the tomato soup and the flour mix slowly into the butter-and-sugar. Since our Italian-herbed tomato 

soup came in a 1 litre bag we now faced the challenge of determining how much 11 fl oz was. Neither Sara nor myself 
are familiar with the US customary system. We could have asked our American guest, but he works on his play during 
the day and doesn’t like to be disturbed. Miraculously we found some measuring cups with fl oz measurements which 
saved us from doing all sorts of highly complicated conversion arithmetics.

• We mixed and mixed. The batter was a delightful muted orange colour and after adding raisins, it was time to put the 
batter into the cake pan and into the oven.

• Cake was in. The wait was agonizing. Will it rise? Will it be ‘a bit wet?’ The official instructions say to bake for 35 min-
utes. 

• After what was roughly 35  minutes, we took our cake out of the oven and it was gorgeous! The most beautiful, 
sunset-hued cake I had ever set eyes on. Removing it from the cake pan to cool was difficult, (our cake seemed a bit 
reluctant to want to leave the safety of the pan) but Sara coaxed it out using a knife blade. It sat cooling on a nearby 
rack and we set about making the second portion of the cake: the frosting.

Cream Cheese Frosting

• 1lb (453 grammes) cream cheese, at room temperature (Philadelphia is recommended but  
is also hideously expensive, any brand of ‘zuivel spread’ will do)

• 2 tsp vanilla extract  (if vanilla extract can’t be found, vanilla sugar will work just as well)
• 1 pinch salt
• 5 cups  (600 grammes) icing sugar (Americans love frosting and always make things very 
• sweet so constantly add and taste if you don’t like it too sweet).
• Sara mostly took charge of this bit. She mixed the cream cheese and butter together     

 then added vanilla and salt and icing sugar. 
• Once the cake was cool, we began spreading the frosting all over, not only the top      

but the sides too. The result was a beautiful, snowy-peaked wonder. For the extra touch,     
we decorated the outer sides of the cake with halved cherry tomatoes and a few in the     
 center to finish it off. The design choice is entirely up to you, you can pattern your name,     
a number, a word or even just cover it entirely in halved cherry tomatoes. 

• We put the cake in the fridge to keep until later that evening, where we presented it to 
• our  entire house who by this time were dying of curiosity to try this peculiar cake. 
• The cake was delicious. A subtle body with little pops of raisin throughout, the tomato     

flavour blending seamlessly with the spices and the creamy frosting, with tiny zesty pops     
vof freshness from the sliced cherry tomato garnish. Second helpings were dished out.

All in all, it was a great success and a sure-fire way to end a dinner party with a large, rounding BANG!

25



In
te

rv
ie

w
DORA Peterfay

Dora Peterfay, born blind, was raised 
in Baja, Hungary and moved to the 
Netherlands in 2017 to study at the 
University of Amsterdam. Her natu-
ral ability to learn languages helped 
her to master the Dutch language 
very quickly, next to already speaking 
Hungarian, German and of course, 
English. She is studying English as 
well as Dutch at the moment. 

You can read more about her on her 
blog: 
thebeginningofalongjourney.word-
press.com. 

So you speak Hungarian, German, English, Dutch. Do you have a favourite?
I can’t answer that. In some cases, English is my favourite but in other cases the others. I find it 
unnatural to communicate in different languages if we all speak the same languages. I’m not saying 
English is a foreign language. To me, it doesn’t matter what language I speak. But I love the sound 
of English. When choosing a degree course it’s really important the material is accessible. I want to 
make things easier for my student assistant. Almost every book that we study is available in ebook 
form. 

Do you have any tips for international students wanting to learn Dutch?
Register on ‘mylanguageexchange.com’ and find yourself language partners who hopefully become 
your friends. The same people helped me move in and helped me whenever I needed. They’ve 
become my friends in all caps. I didn’t practise on Duolingo, no. I learned Dutch the natural way. 
That’s why I have no foreign accent. I didn’t learn it as a foreign language. Be a child. This is the one 
piece of advice I’ve given to students. When learning a language, try to be a child again. 

So far what has been your favourite English course to take?
I can’t really choose but if I had to choose one, it would be Rhetoric and Writing. I love Literature 2 
as well. 

Why did you want to study in the Netherlands?
At first, I wanted to study in England, Cambridge specifically, but I was rejected. However, I am 
happy with my decision to study in the Netherlands, because the University of Amsterdam is high 
in the European rankings as well.  After I applied and got rejected from Cambridge I was unsure if 
I was good enough for literature. I chose Linguistics since it’s still taught in English. And of course, 
the moment I started the program I’m not saying I regretted it, but I regretted choosing an English 
taught program other than English. I chose Dutch as a language within that course and ended up 
taking the VWO exam. Now, I am studying both Dutch and English, as I love both languages. 
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Did you have any moments of a culture shock when first moving to the Nether-
lands? And is it different from Hungary?
No! Even before I came here my friends made me feel at home with them. The moment 
I stepped inside my room I felt at home. It was like a second home. If it’s different, it’s 
different in a positive way. It wasn’t a culture shock but a realization. How didn’t I know 
blind people are not necessarily inferior to sighted people? How is it that here people 
don’t associate blindness with working in a toothbrush factory? How is it that blind people 
here do get their textbooks? So, it’s not really a culture shock I felt. It’s the opposite of a 
culture shock. And that’s why I don’t feel homesick. Why would I feel homesick when I feel 
at home here?

So since you were born blind you probably had to face a lot more challenges than 
the average person. What keeps you motivated and positive about life?
Yes, I was born blind. So, all I can see is lines. Well, I love every minute of the lectures! I 
mean I don’t come in thinking ‘oh no not again, another seminar, not again, reading this, 
read that’. No, I love every second of it, literally! It’s my passion for English that keeps me 
positive, and not just literature, linguistics as well. You know what I hate, people going 
around telling others not to take English as a degree because it’s useless. Why would it be 
useless? Even from literature, you can learn a lot but linguistics can even be converted to 
quantifiable knowledge.

If everything was possible what would you study, literature or linguistics? What 
masters would you like to do?
I’d choose a bit of both. I’d choose English phonetics and phonology and the long nine-
teenth century. I’m not saying I don’t like other periods but that one is my favourite. In 
terms of masters, it would either be linguistics, so language acquisition. Because it’s per-
haps the only branch of linguistics that can be made accessible. Or Romantic poetry, or 
Victorian literature, Victorian fiction.

What would your dream job be?
A bit of everything, teaching, research and a bit of writing.

Writing? Poetry or...
Mainly prose. That’s why I wrote a blog!

Who’s your favourite author?
I have a lot but if I had to pick a favourite it’d be Dickens. My top 3 would have to be Aus-
ten, one of the Brontës and Dickens.

What’s a book you think everyone should read?
David Copperfield. It really makes you appreciate your mother. I could give a lecture on it!

Sarah Ligthart
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Coherence

24 Hour Party 

Little Women

recommendations 

You’ve already seen it, now go see it again. Beloved by many 
and probably an instant classic, Little Women is the story of 
four women and their mother growing up in Civil War Amer-
ica. With absolutely stellar performances and award-winning 
costumes, it is a movie you absolutely have to see (probably 
again).

Directed by Greta Gerwig. 2h 15min. 2019.

Coherence is a very small budget sci-fi thriller about a dinner 
party gone wrong. The film was shot without crew, without 
a script, in the home of the director with a cast of improvi-

sational actors, and it works wonderfully. The film’s natural-
istic dialogue blends perfectly into the tense and strange 

mind-bending scenes. 

Directed by James Ward Byrkit. 1h 29min. 2013.

Winterbottom shows an end-of-the-century Manchester 
and its brimming music scene. Focusing on Factory Re-
cords, it shows the emergence of punk rock in Joy Division 
and A Certain Ratio and the Madchester era of raves.

Directed by Michael Winterbottom. 1h 57min. 2002.

M
ov

ie
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Book

The Night Circus is a magical battleground full of 
whimsy and wonder. The book evokes something 
ethereal and tries to keep you breathing its magic 
with every page. Marco and Celia’s magic drives 
the story into constant alluring strangeness as the 
two are locked into a fight that never seems to 
end, leading to a heart-breaking and sweet story 
of rivalry, romance and magic. 

Written by Erin Morgenstern. 391 pages. 2011.

The Night Circus

The Reluctant

My Year of Rest 

This book is the dialogue between a Pakistani 
finance major and an uneasy American. The 
Guardian described it as ‘one of the most import-
ant books of the decade’. It is about perspective, 
fundamentalism, immigrants and what it means to 
be American.

Written by Moshin Hamid. 184 pages. 2007.

A book about the existential crisis of being alive and 
the difficulty of being conscious. The nameless narra-
tor Moshfegh presents nothing more than sleep for 
an entire year and manages to explore that desire for 
more than 300 pages in a way that stays interesting, 
stays witty and stays dark. 

Written by Ottessa Moshfegh. 304 pages. 2018.

Fundamentalist

and Relaxation
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THE TEACHER 
AND STUDENT 
FASHION LOOKBOOK
In this year’s fashion lookbook, we zoom in on the personal style of three of our most 
fashionable teachers: Rose van der Zwaard, Nick Carr, and Rudolph Glitz!

D r.  R o s e  v a n  d e r  Z w a a r d
“I am wearing my favourite outfit. It’s a pilot jumpsuit that I bought at Waterlooplein flea market for € 2,50 
about 3 years ago. That same afternoon I bought quite a few pieces of clothing that I all stuffed into a bag 
that was too small, and then put in the crate of my bike. When I got home, the jumpsuit was no longer there 
– somehow I lost it as I was cycling home. I know it only cost € 2,50, but I had really, and I mean really fallen 
in love with it! So I immediately jumped on my bike and raced back to the stand I had bought it from. For-
tunately, I managed to find another one in the 
pile. When I told the man I had lost the one I had 
bought only an hour earlier, he gave it to me for 
free. No idea why, but it was a lovely gesture. I 
bought the blue jacket at a Vintage shop, also 
years ago. I must have at least 20 jackets, but 
this one is definitely one of my favourites. I love 
the heart-shaped buttons (not sure if you can see 
them in the picture). Since the age of about 16, 
I have had a terrible weakness for cowboy boots 
with pointy noses. I prefer to buy them second 
hand. This pair I found at my favourite thrift store 
in Naarden. I think they cost € 12. I found the 
suede coat with patches at a thrift shop as well. 
It was only € 5, and I absolutely love it. 
The sunnies are my cat eyes. “You look like Wil-
ma Flintstone” someone told me the other day 
(I checked google images for Wilma Flintstone 
with sunglasses. They were right!)”

“I avoid buying new clothes, particularly at 
chains like H&M and Zara,  because of the ugly 
side of the fashion industry (sweat shops, forced 
labour, child labour etc.) I love browsing at 
vintage shops, kilo shops and thrift stores. The 
advantage is that you can buy 4 pairs of jeans 
in one go without suffering from a guilty con-
science and without having to spend any serious 
money; the disadvantage is that you are in dan-
ger of exploding wardrobes. 

Laura Legille and Katinka van de Wall



“This linen suit is by Boglioli (purchased online). I 
couldn’t name the particular stores where everything 
else comes from, but I do remember the cities. The 
monk straps, like a lot of my favourite shoes, I bought 
in Tokyo. I had to ask the shop for a larger size, which 
is not an experience I’ve ever had here in the Nether-
lands. The shirt I picked up in Stockholm. You may not 
be able to tell by the photo, but it has an unusual high 
open collar, which I fancy has a certain Byronic quality 
to it. I got the pocket square in New York, as well as 
the cap, which I am wearing because of my overgrown 
lockdown hair. The Ray Ban aviators were a gift from 
a then-girlfriend, which she got at a vintage place on 
Santa Monica Boulevard, Los Angeles. The socks are 
from Brisbane.”

“While I have picked up quite a few accessories—
cufflinks, ties, ascots, pocket squares—from vintage 
stores, I don’t aspire to look like I’m in an indie rock 
band. I’m quite small, and I’m particular about things 
fitting properly, so there’s not really anything for me in 
a second hand shop. Also, unsustainable though it is, I 
have a rather peculiar sense of hygiene about wearing 
other people’s clothes. On the other hand, I’ve owned 
two phones and two laptops in my entire life, I’ve nev-
er had an air conditioner or a dishwasher, I don’t have 
a car, I don’t consume the products of the big-pollut-
ing tobacco and alcohol industries, and, as you know, 
I’m a fourth-generation vegetarian—so I’ll back my 
environmental footprint against most people.”

I don’t really have a style icon that I follow. I think my style is fairly hybrid; I’d be quite happy to call it Vintage 
(although that has become a bit of a hackneyed buzz word), and I have been accused of looking like a hippie 
(not sure if that is an insult or a compliment). My biggest fear is looking like what we used to call an ‘old girl’ 
in terms of fashion style. With my wrinkly knees and senior face, I must be careful not to dress like a 30 year 
old.”

“I do not have different styles for different occasions. As a matter of fact, I could do with more formal (i.e. 
grown-up) outfits to fit occasions like conference dinners and funerals. As it is now, I tend to wear the same 
dress to all formal occasions. Not sure if the fashion police would give me a pass for that.”

D r.  N i c h o l a s  C a r r

“As for style, I just go with what I like. I admit to having a certain level of regard for formality and for a sense 
of propriety. That applies to everything, not just clothing, but by the standards of academe I suppose I dress 
quite formally, which is just a habit I’ve had since childhood. My mother still laughs about the time I wore a 
tuxedo to accompany her to the theatre when I was eleven years old (and probably looked like I was about 
seven). As I mentioned earlier, there’s possibly a bit of Queensland influence. If a recent book is to be be-
lieved, strong colours have been a theme in Queensland clothing since way back. I probably didn’t really no-
tice that so much until I lived in some rather grey parts of Europe (Cambridge and Amsterdam). The last time 
I visited home, I sent my friend and colleague Dr Moore a postcard saying that the place was very Stevensian 
(as in Wallace Stevens, who was always writing about colours and bright suns; and, as you know, he liked to 
get away to tropical Florida). Since  I come from a rather tropical place, where the light is strong and the col-
ours are bright, I have a bit of a thing for colour on sunny days. My palette is more muted when the weather 
is colder and darker.”



“If I had to describe my style in one word it would be: ‘Execrable’. That’s what I hear from other people. I 
don’t really follow trends, except perhaps for those of the nineteenth century. I know nothing about contem-
porary fashion. I suspect that it is a younger person’s game and, rightly or wrongly, teaching has probably re-
inforced my sense of an age-appropriate distance from all that. I think a middle-aged adult like myself should 
be capable of choosing his own clothes without any help. Obviously, I don’t look at blogs or Instagram or 
magazines or things like that. On the rare occasions when I wear shorts, they are just above knee length rath-
er than the mid-thigh stuff I see on the street. I notice that wire-framed glasses also seem to be a thing at the 
moment, but I’ll be sticking with my thicker plastic frames. Perhaps that means I’m out of date or set in my 
ways, but I think it would be quite odd if I dressed like my students’ generation.”

D r.  R u d o l p h  G l i t z
“My attitude towards fashion has long been somewhat ambivalent. On the one hand, I have not yet entirely 
shed the notion that people who have things to do or think about in the world shouldn’t spend too much 
time pondering their own appearance. After all, doing so would distract them from said things and might 
lead to excessive self-consciousness – or worse, in aesthetically pleasing cases, to vanity and narcissism. I still 
remember watching the 80s horror movie The Fly as a kid and being deeply impressed by the wardrobe of 
Jeff Goldblum’s main character: it was filled with identical outfits. As a genius inventor, Goldblum’s Seth Brun-
dle refused to waste precious seconds on the question of what to wear every morning. Blithely ignoring his 
Frankensteinian fate in the movie (his obsessive single-mindedness eventually proves his undoing), I thought 
Brundle’s attitude quite admirable at the time and tried to emulate it in high school despite attracting some 
mockery. At times, I would even suspect perfectly turned-out people of not having any serious interests 
beyond themselves.On the other hand, life as a grown-up – as well as reading some Roland Barthes – taught 
me that fashion is just another form of communication, and that, as soon as you go among people, there is 
simply no way of shirking all sartorial responsibility and not communicating through it.”

“After all, even the neglectfully unfashionable 
look sends a strong message. Since I started to 
understand fashion along these lines, namely 
as a semiotic web in which we are all inevitably 
caught and that we might as well enjoy, I have 
learnt to appreciate it much more. Now I actual-
ly have favourites among my clothes and would 
acknowledge some products of fashion as works 
of art up there with all the others. Nevertheless, 
I’m still anything but a connoisseur and also 
cannot help finding much of the fashion industry 
to be dripping with snobbery and other petty 
efforts at social distinction.My own professional 
style, insofar as it can be called that, is meant to 
be unobtrusive but respectful to both the occa-
sion and the people exposed to me. I’ve heard  
it called ‘classic’ once or twice. It first took shape 
during my first teaching job in the UK, after one 
of my cheekier American students had tousled 
my hair one day and greeted me with an affec-
tionate ‘Morning, Glitzy!’. This made me want 
to draw the student-teacher line more distinctly 
– the age difference alone clearly didn’t do the 
job in those days – and dressing a little more 
formally seemed the natural way forward. The 
rest is a history of minor modifications and gen-
tle makeovers – sometimes initiated by myself, 
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sometimes by well-meaning fashionista friends and partners.”

“In the picture, you see the sort of outfit I wear on such 
slightly special occasions as giving a plenary lecture or con-
ference paper. It comprises 1) a jacket, 2) a shirt without tie, 
3) cotton trousers that could easily be replaced by high-qual-
ity jeans, 4) a textured black-leather belt , 5) decent shoes 
with usually colourful socks.  This look, as I have noticed, is 
not entirely uncommon among male humanities academics 
who try to appear neither emphatically casual (think sneak-
ers, washed-out T-Shirt, Žižek) nor emphatically stuffy (think 
tweed suit, elbow patches, bow tie, Indiana Jones senior) nor 
emphatically intellectual (think black turtleneck, thick-rimmed 
glasses, Foucault). 
On the labels it says, respectively, Club of Gents, Hugo Boss, 
Alberto, Löwenherz, and Moreschi. I never even looked at 
these brand names before writing this and am only familiar 
with one of them. The shirt I might have bought in any big 
city or airport I visited; the shoes I eventually found in the 
Bijenkorf – size 48 can pose a challenge even in Holland; 
and the jacket and trousers are both from L&T, a huge, well-
stocked clothes store unique to the beautiful German town 
of Osnabrück, where one of my sisters lived until recently. I’m 
pretty sure it was she who gave me the belt as a Christmas 
gift…  “

ELAC doesn’t only have fashionistas as teachers, but also extremely stylish students. 
In the very first edition of the ELAC Student’s Fashion Lookbook, we present to you 
Pip, Tamar and Jack!

P I P P I P 
Morning Look  0:00 to 10:00

“This is what I put on generally around 8 am in prepa-
ration for breakfast. The outfit consists of the pyjamas 
from the night before and my dressing gown (from a 
secondhand shop on the Eerste Oosterparkstraat 236). 
This ensemble is perfect for both indoor and outdoor 
breakfasting as the dressing gown can be left open and 
if it is chilly it can be worn closed with mittens and a 
scarf or a raincoat. The shoes (slippers) are suitable for 
indoor and outdoor wear and are from the Rataplan 
Kringloop in Slotervaart, which is well worth a visit. I 
call them my ‘Ottoman’ slippers though they could also 
perhaps double as moccasins/clogs/espadrilles. A shoe 
for all occasions! After I finish my breakfast and several 
cups of filter coffee with milk, I will then change into my 
‘Daytime’ look.”
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T A M A R
“I found this butterfly two-piece set at a 
neighborhood flea market in New York 
City and the Doc Martens at IJ-Hallen flea 
market. Finding that butterfly set was one 
of the first moments I realized it would be 
a great idea to make an Instagram account 
about all the clothing items you can find 
secondhand, and also link it to creativi-
ty and sustainability. I started ‘thrifting’ 
when I was about 15 years old, because it 
was cheap, and this helped to shape my 
personal style. Two years ago I made the 
decision to completely stop buying clothes 
from fast fashion retailers. They’re not 
sustainable nor ethical and I simply don’t 
want to give them my money. I started an 
Instagram page about this transition in the 
hope to inspire some people to make the 
same change.” 

Tamar’s Instagram page is @i.thrift.shit 
and most definitely worth a look if you are 
interested in ethical fashion or even just 
need some outfit inspiration! Every once in 
a while she will also post fun “Would Wear/
Wouldn’t Dare” segments on her story with 
famous fashion icons.

Daytime Look  10:00- 0:00

“For my daytime look I will usually pair a dress 
with a shirt/jumper over the top. This gives the 
illusion of a skirt and shirt look. I’m not sure 
why I enjoy this so much, perhaps the pleas-
ure comes from knowing I have hoodwinked 
everyone into thinking it is a shirt and a skirt 
and that I am the only one who knows this not 
to be the case. The dress I am wearing in the 
photo (bought secondhand from Yesterday’s 
in Brisbane) is what I call my ‘flappers funeral 
dress’. I usually always wear low-cut Doc Mar-
tens with black socks. Black socks are fantastic 
because you can mix pairs and no one will 
have any idea. I also adore hats and one day 
aspire to have a hat for all occasions. The jack-
et in the photograph (bought from a charity 
shop in Brighton) is one of my very favourites 
and I call it my ‘opium smoking jacket’! Were I 
ever to lurk in those dens in mid-19th century 
San Francisco or Canton, this is what I would 
do it in.”
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J A C K
“Talking about the clothes I wear is actually 
quite difficult for me, as I just basically go on 
instinct. I adore colours and sharp contrasts. I 
basically just buy a lot of quirky looking, some-
what out-there clothing and try to match multi-
ple things at once. That’s why I love primary 
colours and blacks and whites, because they’re 
simple.”

“All my clothes were purchased in Amster-
dam. I feel really bad about it, but only half of 
my clothes are sustainable, a lot of them 2nd  
hand, but the other half is straight up child 
labour extravaganza. I do prefer secondhand 
clothing though. There’s something magical 
about just finding something awesome after 
combing through the whole store. I’m most 
proud of my terribly ugly 70s shirts from a 
store on Nieuwmarkt. My style is not all me by 
the way. My best friend is my fashion super-
visor, if I didn’t have her I’d look ridiculous. In 
the end I just have a big bunch of stuff and I 
snatch some outfit together, based on the way 
I feel that day.”
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“In February, I flew from New Zealand to Singapore. 
After four days in Singapore, I crossed the border by 
bus to Kuala Lumpur. There were barely any tourists, 
because Covid-19 was already going on. No tourists 
from South-Korea, Singapore, or China were allowed 
into Malaysia. I really liked the capital city and met 
some amazing people. Also, I went into the high-
lands to go jungle tracking. I was doing the track on 
my own, but when I reached the top, I met a whole 
group of people. They stayed in a different hostel 
than me, but we met up for dinner. One of the girls 
in the group was named Sarah, and we were going 
into the same direction sometime in the following 
days, to Penang Island. So, for the next few days 
we were in the same hostel, and one morning we 
were talking about when I should cross the border 
to Thailand, where I wanted to go very badly, but I 
had heard that they did not let a lot of tourists in any 
longer. A girl that sat next to us, Zoë, overheard our 
conversation, because she was supposed to go to 
Bangkok soon as well. We exchanged numbers and 
she turned out to sleep in the same hostel as us. “

“The next day, at night, Sarah knew there was go-
ing to be a press conference at midnight about a 
possible lockdown happening in Malaysia. That was 
the moment we found out Malaysia was going into 
a complete lockdown from the next day onwards. 
The next morning, Zoë was freaking out because she 
did not know what to do or where to go. Sarah and I 
were a bit calmer, as we thought about the fact that 
Malaysia was probably the best place to be right 
now. It has free healthcare, good hygiene and trans-
port, and people speak English well enough to help 
you. I felt like I was not ready to go back home yet; I 
didn’t want to make a snap decision. So, we stayed 
and booked an Airbnb. However, it became obvious 
soon that we could not travel further. We contacted 
the Dutch embassy in Malaysia, and they called us to 
talk about our plans and options. They recommend-
ed us to get home as soon as possible, as KLM was 
cancelling all their flights. Luckily, Zoë and I were 
able to get the last two seats of the last flight to 
Amsterdam.”

JAMES’ TRAVEL DISASTER 
IN MALAYSIA

Katinka van de Wall
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“We had to take two flights, one from Penang Island 
to Kuala Lumpur, and then from there to Amsterdam. 
When we arrived at the airport of Penang, we found 
out that all flights were canceled. The strange thing 
was that we didn’t get any texts about any cancel-
lations beforehand. As soon as Zoë knew our flight 
was canceled, she panicked and cried, and I went to 
the information desk to ask for our options. We had 
six more hours until our flight from Kuala Lumpur to 
Amsterdam would leave and it would take us five 
hours to go to Kuala Lumpur by car. We took a taxi, 
which cost us two hundred euros. At this point, Zoë 
was still crying, and the taxi driver was starting to get 
nervous. I noticed that we were almost out of petrol 
and we had four more hours to go. The problem was 
that the Malaysian government shut down almost 
every petrol station because non-essential travel was 
not allowed anymore. Every petrol station that we 
passed was closed, and we slowed down from 120 to 
60 km/h. After a while, we were able to find one that 
was open, but we had to go off the highway to reach 
it. While we drove towards the petrol station, we 
were stopped by a police car, and the officer asked 
what we were doing there. I tried to explain we were 
trying to go to Kuala Lumpur’s airport, but he said we 
weren’t allowed to go to the petrol station, because 
we had to stay at the highway. At this point, we had 
three and a half hours left to catch our flight, and we 
were three hours and twenty-five minutes away from 
the airport.”

“Now, we were going forty on the highway, and 
luckily, we finally found a petrol station close to the 
highway. Me and Zoë did not have enough cash to 
pay the taxi driver, so we offered him to pay for the 
petrol, but he declined and wanted us to go find an 
ATM at the airport later. Finally, we arrived at the 
airport twenty minutes before the airplane was sup-
posed to leave. I was trying to find an ATM, but they 
were all out of service. We promised the taxi driver 
a big amount of money, 700 Malaysian Ringgit, but 
we only had 450 left. Zoë was panicking and crying 
again, and I tried to explain to the driver I would 
transfer him the money later, but he didn’t under-
stand. I felt bad for him because he drove five hours 
for us and had to drive all the way back, but we really 
had to hurry to catch our flight, so I hoped it would 
work itself out later. We arrived at the gate five min-
utes before our flight was supposed to go, and when 
we noticed no one was standing up to get into the 
plane, we realized our flight, luckily, had been de-
layed for two hours. 
And that was it, two hours later we were on our way 
to Amsterdam again!”
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HOW I SPENT MY SUMMER DAYS

Dylan

“Last summer, I went on a holiday that I would 
recommend to everybody. I went from Milan to 
Florence, and then to Rome. I also did a day at the 
Amalfi coast in the South. It was a ten day road trip 
– in an Alfa Romeo Giulietta that had sustained a fair 
amount of battering from the dust and gravel by the 
end of it -  and it was amazing. I’d never gone on a 
holiday alone before, but it was so freeing. I planned 
everything out, so I was able to get amazing tours 
though I also had a few surprise stops along the way. 
There is a beautiful road you can take that stretch-
es in practically a straight line between Florence 
and Siena, right through the wine region of Chianti, 
called the Via Chiantigiana. I’d gotten up really early 
to drive through it and at a certain point I turned 
down a dirt road leading off towards a vineyard. You 
could stand on the top of a hill and see the hills and 
hills of grape vines. In the cities, my holiday was one 
big museum tour. In Florence at Palazzo Vecchio, I 
stumbled upon a very familiar-looking bust which 
turned out to be of Niccolò Machiavelli! I found his 
The Prince very interesting and was fascinated to 
learn that for many years he had sat in the Palazzo 
Vecchio as Secretary to the Florentine Republic.  
Also, I’ve met a lot of different people. One woman 

I met in Rome was a member of a political party, and 
she invited me to a party in the middle of the city.”

Do you have an insight tip for a guaranteed spe-
cial experience in Rome? 
“Some tour operators give a tour of the Vatican 
Necropolis. This is a graveyard under the St. Peter’s 
Basilica, and it is the place where St. Peter is buried, 
which is the whole reason why Vatican City is where 
it is. They only allow about fifty people a day, so it 
truly is a pretty rare experience. You enter the Vat-
ican through a special reserved gate – because the 
line on the square is enormous – and get a tour from 
real professionals. I got a history professor from the 
University of Rome. It takes about three and a half 
hours, but in the end you get to see the actual grave 
and bones of St. Peter. When it comes to the gastro-
nomical, I would advise to visit the Trimani Enoteca 
for wines. In Fact, I had brought along with me a 
whole second suitcase specifically for wines. I do not 
believe in ‘saving wine for a special occasion’ since 
if you are too picky, no occasion will ever be special 
enough. Instead, I would advise opening a bottle of 
nice vintage when you find yourself having a simple, 
pleasant evening. The best cautionary advice I can 
give is to at all costs avoid having dinner at any large, 

On the edge of the old volcanic crater Lake Al-
bano, which is part of the Vatican City.

Monte Argentario

Pip Jurgens and Katinka van de Wall
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Anne

“In my gap year last year I took a road trip through 
Eastern Europe. I started in Poland, then I went to 
Slovakia, Croatia, Hungary, Serbia, Romania, and 
Bulgaria. I got one of those free Interrail passes from 
the European Union, that are meant for people who 
are eighteen years old. I had done Interrail before, 
but now I was going to do it all by myself.”
“I live in Hamburg, and from there I took the bus to 
Kraków. There I mainly did the touristy stuff. I went 
to the castle, visited the old town, and the Museum 
of Contemporary Art, which was all very beautiful 
and partly disturbing. From Kraków I travelled to 
Slovakia. In the capital city Bratislava, most people 
did not really know what they were doing there, but 
I thought it was really beautiful. You have these little 

touristic square. I was overcome by the beauty of the 
Piazza Navona and wanted to continue to admire it 
during my dinner so I made the mistake of stopping 
at a Pizzeria there. Overpriced, oily and barely any 
toppings to speak of! However, there was a string 
quartet busking nearby which made the experience 
far more tolerable. ”

What are places you would recommend to go to, 
other than Rome, Milan and Florence?
“Lucca. Even though it is quite touristy, it is an old 
city and there is a wall around the entire city. And 
you have this place called Porto Ercole, which is next 
to Monte Argentario. It’s like one of those islands 
that is attached to the mainland, and you can drive 
around it, which is absolutely stunning. There are 
no tourists, and everything looked like one of those 
holiday advertisements. There are still some tourists 
there, but I would guess not a lot of Dutch people 
know about this place.”

“I like it when I plan well. Because I got tickets for 
everything in advance, I saved so much time. I was 
able to go to museums at night, and there was no-
body there. I went to the Sistine Chapel in Vatican 
City at night – which only opens at night on Fridays 
– and there were three other people in the building, 
which was amazing.”

I took a polaroid photo every day during my 
trip

streets and a castle as well, where you can look over 
the city. There is a café called Kappucino, where they 
serve the best coffee and vegan chocolate ice cream 
I’ve ever had. Also, there is a tower, called the UFO 
Observation Desk, which overlooks the whole city. I 
watched the sunset and stayed until it was dark. In 
total I stayed here for four days.” 

“Next, I went to Zagreb in Croatia. There is not really 
too much to do, so most people only stay for a day 
or two, but I spent 3 days there. I must have been 
alone for ten days then, and I got pretty lonely. I did 
go to the Museum of Broken Hearts and it’s a really 
interesting museum. It’s basically random things that 
reminded people of their ex-partners. In Croatia, I 
also went to the Plitvice Lakes National Park. I was 
lucky because I went there in early May, so it was not 
that hot and not too busy. From there I went to Bu-
dapest. It was not my first time there, but I really love 
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Hello! To begin, could you introduce yourself? 
If possible, please tell us your name, your age, 
when you were studying English, and your cur-
rent profession. 
“I am Lisa Lautenschutz, I am 22 years old and I 
studied English Language and Culture in the years 
2016-2019. I am currently a judicial translator.”

Apart from English, did you study anything 
else? Like law, anthropology, media studies etc.
“I have not studied anything else besides English 
Language and Culture.”

In your English degree, did you go on ex-
change? If yes, where did you go?
“I did not go on exchange.”

Did you lean more toward the linguistics side 
of English studies or the literary side? And did 

L I S A  L A U T E N S C H U T ZL I S A  L A U T E N S C H U T Z

Interviews with Alumni
Sara Kemper

it. I would go back any time. It has so much history, it has good food, and most people are really nice.”

“When I went to Serbia, I didn’t have any expectations beforehand. I had to change hostels in Belgrade 
because it was really shady, and sometimes I felt a bit scared. The country is not part of the EU, so on the bus 
ride there I had a passport check, pretty much in the middle of the night. I also had to spend a ton of money 
on mobile data, which hurt my bank account a lot. Belgrade seems like a city where nothing matches. Every-
one is living their individual lives and no one really pays attention to others. There are a lot of half burned 
down and broken houses, and there weren’t a lot of tourists. I think in Serbia, the tourists mainly go to the 
countryside, because there are some beautiful lakes, but I wasn’t able to go there. I did go to a Serbian Or-
thodox church – the Church of Saint Sava – which was impressive because of its beautiful golden ceiling.”

“I met my dad in Romania. That was the one time I flew, because it was cheaper. We had a nice AirBnb, and 
in Bucharest everything is very cheap. They have this bookshop, Carturesti Carusel, and I would recommend 
going there. Bucharest, even though it’s very far in the East, it seems very Western. The language is similar 
to Italian, and the city is called ‘the Paris of the East’. The buildings have this similar style and they build their 
own Arc de Triomphe.
From Bucharest, I took a night train to Bulgaria. I took two day trips, including one hike with an American girl 
who worked for the military and was sent to Bulgaria. We went to this waterfall, the Boyana Waterfall, which 
was super nice. That was my favourite thing of the whole trip.” 

“Going home after being on so many adventures for a whole month was pretty sad. I met so many people 
who told me stories about the places they had visited and all I really wanted was to keep travelling. But I had 
run out of money and had to return to my job. Travelling alone was an amazing experience that helped me 
grow a lot and also showed me that I can do a lot more things than I thought I could.”

you have a favourite subject/topic? 
“I leaned more towards the linguistics side of 
English studies, my bachelor thesis was also a 
linguistics thesis. My favourite subject was “Lan-
guage in Politics”. This subject covered current 
and former language use of politics and media. 
It was really interesting to see how language is 
used to convey a certain message.”

Did you do a Masters degree or the equiva-
lent of a Masters degree?
“I did not do a Masters degree. However, I am 
planning on doing one in the future.”

Did you start working immediately after grad-
uating? 
“Yes, I did. Immediately after I graduated I had 
the chance to start working at the company I am 
working at now.”

P E P E R  H O F S T E D E
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Hello! To begin, could you introduce yourself? 
If possible, please tell us your name, your age, 
when you were studying English, and your cur-
rent profession. 
“Hi there! My name is Peper Hofstede (40) and I 
studied English at the University of Amsterdam 
from 1999 to 2004 (if I remember correctly, it’s 
such a long time ago). I am currently employed as 
editor in chief of Evajinek.nl, the website of talk 
show host Eva Jinek.”

Apart from English, did you study anything 
else? Like law, anthropology, media studies etc.
“Yes. After I got my MA in English literature, I 
went on to study Writing for performance at the 
HKU in Utrecht. I did not finish that, however. After 
a year or two I was out of money and got a job as 
a storyliner at Goede Tijden Slechte Tijden.”

In your English degree, did you go on ex-
change? If yes, where did you go?
“I did not, and that’s one of the biggest regrets I 
have about that period in my life.”

Did you lean more toward the linguistics side 
of English studies or the literary side? And did 
you have a favourite subject/topic? 
“I definitely leaned more toward the literary side. 
I enjoyed most of the courses, but have especially 
fond memories for the ones we set up ourselves – 
an impromptu course in Modern Satire for in-
stance.”

Did you do a Masters degree or the equiva-
lent of a Masters degree?
“I did a Masters degree in English literature and 
wrote my thesis on power structures in the works 
of J.M. Coetzee.”

Did you start working immediately after grad-
uating?
“I worked at Waterstones booksellers all 
throughout my studies and then in the last year 
combined writing my thesis with teaching En-
glish at my own former secondary school. As I 
did not like that very much, I decidedon another 
course of action and got into writing and journal-
ism.”

Would you say your current profession is a 
job that’s ‘typical’ for English alumni? 
“Absolutely. Actually, two writers on my current 
team are English alumni as well and the intern 
that will start next month is taking a few courses 
in English literature too.”

In your current profession, are there any or 
many aspects that link back to what you stud-
ied? Or none at all? 
“No direct links, but I think that anybody who 
spends four (or in my case five) years reading 
great and challenging literature develops a way 
with words, which is very useful if you want to 
work in either journalism or creative writing.”

Thank you for the interview! Is there anything 
you want to say to people who are currently 
studying English? 
“Enjoy it while you can! I still remember it as one 
of the most luxurious, stimulating and wonderful 
times in my life (so far). And if the option is avail-
able to you, do try to study abroad.”
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Would you say your current profession is a job 
that’s ‘typical’ for English alumni? 
“Yes. A job as a translator is something that can be 
regarded as ‘typical’. However, there are not many 
judicial translators, so I am happy to do this job.”

In your current profession, are there any or many 
aspects that link back to what you studied? Or 
none at all? 
“There are very many aspects that link back to my 

P E P E R  H O F S T E D E

study. I work with language every day, it is my job! 
I love it!”

Thank you for the interview! Is there anything 
you want to say to people who are currently 
studying English? 
“Make sure you do the subjects you love, go on 
exchange (I regret not going) and have fun!”
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How did Etcetera spend their quarantine? 

Anastasia Mi
“I’ve lived in four different countries since the university suspended in-person classes  (The Nether-
lands, Dubai, Thailand and Hong Kong). I travelled through empty airports and flew on practically 
empty planes. Taking the coronavirus test upon arrival and being ordered to go under a mandatory 
14-day quarantine (literally not leaving our room) was an interesting experience. Kudos to all the 
people who ensure that our health and safety is our number one priority.”  

Romane Texier, in the Southwest of France
“Well, still having online courses makes me study, so I spend my quarantine studying as well as working on personal 
projects, such as practising my writing. I also work out and enjoy  trying new workouts, spending time with my dogs 
who I missed so badly while I was away from home, trying to catch up with everyone and FaceTiming my friends.”

QUARANTINE NOOKS
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Isabeau Bronneberg
“When the rare occasion presents itself that I am not do-
ing stuff for school or work, I like to escape the thought 
of the pandemic through either Netflix or playing on my 
Switch (Stardew Valley and Professor Layton pull UP). 
Next to that, 
I am trying to 
do yoga every 
day with 
classes that I 
follow on 
Youtube; it’s 
great for stress 
relief and self
acceptance!”

Yee Man Ng
“My time in quarantine can be summed up in three words: lots of 
procrastinating! I’ve been watching a lot of K-dramas, playing games 
(hmu for Portal!!), trying to stay sane by working out/taking walks 
often and doing things that I like. It’s been going swell! Though it all 
sucks right now, I also like to think of it as a time to work on myself.”

Marynia Liebrand
“My quarantining mostly 
took place in my bedroom, I think. I am in the middle of a 
(very slow) move and my bedroom is the only place I have to 
myself, while still at my parents’. My room’s been ‘in transi-
tion’ for years, as I have been meaning to give it an upgrade. 
However, I was longing to move out, so it never came to 
it. My creativity comes out at night! I’ve used flowers that I 
found on walks I went on during quarantine. I don’t have a 
desk at my parents’ place so I paint in bed or on my night-
stand. It’s hard to learn to be on your own, but it gives you 
plenty of time to paint!”
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Kirsty Melrose
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Marynia Liebrand

Rebecca Doets
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Fast Facts
Horoscope: Taurus
Dogs or cats: dogs
Coffee or tea: coffee
Paperback or hardcover: paperback

So, your primary research field is vegan 
theory, correct? Could you explain in a few 
sentences what that entails? 
Yeah, so I am interested in exploring, as vegan 
becomes more and more mainstream and as 
more and more people are becoming vegan, 
that we think about it more seriously and 
critically in the academy. Kind of what the 
experience of being a vegan is like. So a lot of 
my research focuses on taking a lot of the work 
from queer theory and using it to think about 
what a kind of vegan mode of being in the 
world looks like. But then we also develop a 
much longer history of vegetarian and vegan 
thought that exists beyond the contemporary 
and kind of traceback these vegan structures of feeling or kind of vegan residences in a much longer 
history than might be expected in literature.

How did you get into this specific research field?
When I started my masters I was interested in doing queer theory at the University of York, one of my 
professors was teaching an animal studies class and then it all kind of clicked for me. Actually, a lot of my 
interests in queer theory matched up with my veganism and I was interested in thinking through those 
things together. I think mainly just through learning about animal studies as a field which has been around 
now for at least twenty years or so and is ever-growing and thinking about how we might fit veganism 
within there. 

What do you think is an essential characteristic of vegan theory that you could take away as a les-
son and apply to everyday life?
I think the essential lesson is that we can’t all be perfect or we can’t all be kind of morally pure. And the 
message of vegan theory is that we negotiate the two poles of kind of insufficiency and failure with uto-
pianism or a kind of desire for better. Negotiating this sense of failure with utopianism is something that 
we all can think about in different contexts.

Is there any book that you would typify as being the perfect  vegan read? Something that encap-
sulates vegan theory or the characteristics of that well?
The Lives of Animals by JM Coetzee is often noted as a core text. I recently read Drive your Plow over 
the Bones of the Dead by Olga Tokarczuk and I just loved that. That has a lot of similarities and similar 
themes with what we do in the contemporary moment with misanthropy impulses. But probably Coetzee 
is the most embodiment of the key ideas.

What was your Bachelor’s thesis about?
My bachelor thesis was about lesbian representation in the Hollywood romcom.

D R . E M E L I A  Q U I N N 
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Looking back, would you have approached your thesis differently?
My bachelor thesis? Oof—that’s a while ago now. No, I think  what I liked about my bachelor thesis is that I took 
a film studies route which has allowed me to have a more intuitive perspective on literary study.

Is there anything that your thesis and the whole process has taught you?
I think the whole thesis process is so important and it is very different from the process of writing coursework 
essays. The process of following your own interests and independent research is something that has been valu-
able for me throughout my whole academic career since then. So I think definitely that the passion and inspira-
tion you get from it is something that I really hold very valuable. 

How did you decide to become a professor and did you ever want to follow another profession?
No, I think academia has always been—I think since my undergraduate—what I wanted to do and then I went to 
do my masters and my PhD. The academic job market is not wonderful so teaching is necessary for that. But no, 
I don’t think that there has ever really been any other career for me and I feel very privileged to have something 
that I love doing and that I can do and makes me feel like that I am making some sort of contribution to the 
world. It seemed like a natural calling for me.

Is there any advice you would give your younger self (let’s say if you were in your second year of univer-
sity again)?
Mm, stop drinking so much and read more.

What did you want to be when you were younger (around primary school)?
I wanted to be an author of novels. I would write lots of very terrible stories. 

Is there anything outside your current research field that you would like to do further research on?
I’m interested in vegan aesthetics which I would like to explore more, but that does lie within my research area. 
I also want to work on misanthropy.

What is the best thing about being a professor/teacher?
Interacting with my students.

If you could create any course, what would it be?
Oh, a big vegan theory course. I think it’s a growing field and it would be great to bring what I am directly in-
terested in to the university.

So what would this vegan theory course be like?
Well, vegan theory comes as a constellation of all sorts of things such as queer theory, posthumanism, and so 
on. So you could cover all sorts of theoretical strands in that.

Did you study anything unrelated to English?
I did a half and half Bachelors in Film and Literature, and my Master was an interdisciplinary masters across the 
Humanities. So we took various modules in Women studies, lectures in contemporary archaeology, history of 
arts. I used to teach at the University of Birmingham where I used to teach Art History. So I’d like to think that 
the seminar in Animal studies, Queer theory, contemporary theory all came together and it all just kind of made 
sense.

Which writer do you look up to the most/has inspired you the most?
In terms of my own research I would say that J. M. Coetzee and Margaret Atwood have been the most influen-
tial. Recently I’ve been looking to Olga Tokarczuk who is someone I think is brilliant.

What is one book that has so-to-say saved your life (fiction or nonfiction)?
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Maybe Sexual Politics of Meat written in 1990 by 
Carol J. Adams. That was something I read during 
my Master’s and it was transportive for me in con-
necting my ideas about gender and meat and 
theory and it changed the course I went on aca-
demically.

What do you like most and least about Amster-
dam?
I like the amazing vegan food, and the least I like 
the rain.

What are your plans for the near future?
My grander plans are that I want to get some time 
to do more research as I’m working on a project 
on vegan camp, and the pleasure of vegan aes-
thetics. I’d like the time to turn that into a book.

Are there any misconceptions people have 
about vegan theory?
No one has any conceptions about it because it 
does not quite exist as 
a field yet, but I think that there is a lot of debate 
among those who are working about it whether 
or not it is really that different from animal studies 
or critical animal studies which is the more kind of 
overtly political arm of animal studies and wheth-
er it is valuable to have a separate vegan theory or 
not and I would argue that it is.

Chinouk Lindt and Laura Legille
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First Years Weekend – 04.10.2019 - 
06.10.2019
For the first weekend getaway, the board 
decided on going to the beautiful, atmospher-
ic village of Bakkeveen. While the train ride 
was long, everyone got there just in time for 
the evening’s Pub Quiz, which consisted of 
questions about this weekend’s theme, Circus 
and Funfair, as well as questions about English 
literature, fun facts, and the board members. 
The next day, after taking a bit of rest and with 
some even going on a morning hike, the group 
got together for the exciting game of Levend 
Stratego in the woods nearby. Some brave sol-
diers fell during the game despite their skillful 
hiding, and others were able to snatch victory 
from the jaws of defeat. After the game and the 
lovely chicken burrito dinner, we got down to 
the evening we were all waiting for: the Circus 
and Funfair costume party! Everyone got ready 
to clown around with their circus and funfair 
costumes, and partied the night. The next day, 
it was sadly time to sober up and pack our bags, 
as we would be leaving for Amsterdam in the 
morning. Needless to say, it was a successful 
introductory weekend.

Game Night 07.11.2019
A very vibe-y and jovial first outing from ACE, 
everyone was invited to a fun and friendly 
competition between teams, rotating between 
a host of games ranging from card games to 
Mario Kart, all fighting for the highly prestigious 
title of winner, and the ever-tempting award of 
a round of beers on us (or maybe a Fristi if that’s 
how you swing instead). Even though only one 
team could come out on top, and the competi-
tion became fierce towards the end, it’s safe to 
say that everyone headed to Diep after having 

given it their all. A special thanks to Alex for 
the snacks too!

Book Club Poetry Edition 
26.11.2019
For the first book club of the year, LLACE 
decided to start off with a poetry edition. The 
discussed poems were War Photographer, 
Valentine and Foreign by Carol Ann Duffy, as 
well as Woman Work by Maya Angelou. All 
four poems deal with social issues like fem-
inism and war. Interesting discussions were 
sparked while eating Kruidnoten (since it was 
almost Sinterklaas) and different interpreta-
tions were brought up. The attending stu-
dents discovered their (mostly) shared disin-
terest in Valentine’s Day and sweet popcorn. 
All in all, a good way to kick off this year’s 
book clubs! 

Essay writing workshop 
13.11.2019
LLACE Essay Writing Workshop, given by Dr. 
Carr to help (new) students through the pro-
cess of writing a good essay, was a success! 
Nick Carr discussed the importance of sec-
ondary literature and gave advice on how to 
approach the reader and guide them through 
an essay. He also encouraged us to engage 
with secondary literature, combine different 
secondary readings and see ourselves as part 
of the discussion without being ignorant to 
other writers.
The attending students were provided with 
tips on structure, layout, originality, efficiency 
and specificity. Even though Dr. Carr said he 
aimed for a scary approach, the feedback on 
his workshop and methods was very positive.
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Christmas movie 02.12.2019
Pulling up a chair by the (digital) yule log, we gath-
ered in the familiar comfort of PCH on a moody and 
overcast December afternoon to watch what one 
might consider to be the only good Christmas movie, 
Love Actually. OK, so maybe not everyone agrees 
with that sentiment, maybe it’s a bit more divisive 
than I thought, but you can’t deny that the vibes, 
sense of friendship, and the warmth of insulated 
walls were hard to beat in weather as rough as that. 
Maybe next year we’ll watch Die Hard?

Language Game Night 03.12.2019
LLACE’s third event of the year was a Language 
Game Night in cooperation with the World Litera-
cy Foundation. The World Literacy Foundation is a 
non-profit organisation that raises awareness about 
literacy around the world. The night was filled with 
fun games including matching the weirdest Urban 
Dictionary words to their meaning and a round of 
Jeopardy about etymology, authors and acronyms. 
Rounding up the evening, we had a competitive 
Spelling Bee and learned that no one knows how to 
spell refrigerator. Thank God for spell checks. 

Research Paper Workshop 16.01.2020
In January Viktorija Kostadinova hosted a research 
paper workshop with LLACE. Talking about fear of 
writing, students’ concerns and goals, she gave a 
helpful presentation on how to deal with expecta-
tions and stress. Viktorija shared her own experienc-
es and tips on collecting data, organising data and 
structuring a paper. The attending students learned 
about the writing process including word choice and 
the importance of each fragment of a paper. For 
more concrete advice, we looked at the introduction 
of a research paper and discussed its strengths and 
flaws and rephrased passages to avoid common mis-
takes as well as the ‘curse of knowledge’. 

Pub Crawl 28.01.2020
Eschewing the usual meeting spot, a smattering of 
bars around Leidseplein was picked for a meetup 
that involved hopping from one spot to the next, 
drinks aplenty. An ever-growing group of people led 
to the realization that it’s not the destination that 
matters, but the friends we made along the way. 
Soon the group settled down, choosing not to chase 
down bar after bar, but instead bask in some warm 
(and slightly tipsy) comfort.

Memebers Weekend – 31.01.2020 – 
02.02.2020
Members Weekend organized by TRACE this year 
was all about… memes! With a group of excited 
members, we went to the lovely village of Boven-
karspel. This weekend was also full of fun activities, 
amongst other things hosted by Etcetera’s other 
committees ACE and LLACE. After everyone got 
settled at Camping de Gouwe Stek and enjoyed their 
pasta dinner, it was time for LLACE’s Pub Quiz, with, 
of course, many interesting language and litera-
ture-related questions! On Saturday, the morning 
and afternoon consisted of casually exploring the 
area and chilling, building up to a very exciting night: 
ACE’s event and the costume party! The committee 
hosted an evening of flippy cup, leaving everyone 
in the mood for the following party. After the wild 
night, it was sadly time to leave Bovenkarspel in the 
early morning. It was a weekend characterized by 
some strong bonding between Etcetera’s members.

February Book Club 06.02.2020
Etcetera’s February book club was about The House 
on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros. It’s a book 
of vignettes from 1983 that tells stories from the 
12-year-old Mexican-American Esperanza’s life on 
Mango street. The girl gives insights on her life, 
dealing with topics from social class, race and iden-
tity to gender and sexuality. The book club was well 
attended, and we discussed our first impressions of 
the book, poverty, assault and the concept of home, 
as well as the edges of consent, cultural differences 
and ideas of adaptations of the story. Thanks to Ben, 
feet were a prominent part of the discussion too! We 
analyzed the uniqueness of the narrative and its ef-
fects on the reader and how different characters are 
portrayed and perceived. 

Drama Night 20.02.2020
Theatrics abounded as we found ourselves in the 
basement of PCH for a whole different kind of game 
night. Taking turns playing various drama games and 
exposing the true depths of everyone’s acting skills, 
an environment in which former theater kids un-
doubtedly found themselves feeling warmly at home. 
Most notably, the French territories seemed to be ex-
ceptionally well-represented, and where in the heat 
of excitement the volume levels might’ve gotten a 
bit intense, ultimately though, everyone came out of 
the experience being a (somewhat) better actor than 
before (maybe).
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March Book Club 10.03.2020
In LLACE’s March book club we discussed Fi-
esta: The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway. 
Starting off with a plot summary, we discussed 
the different characters, as well as Hemingway’s 
background and influences of the book. The 
epigraph, as an important feature of the novel, 
was discussed as well as the book’s connection to 
the Great Gatsby. A discussion of Hemingway’s 
writing style and Iceberg Theory could of course 
not be left out!

Karaoke 11.03.2020
In what tragically became the last event ACE 
would host before a certain pandemic would 
take the pleasure of physical meetings away 
from us for the foreseeable future, we met up at 
24k Karaoke for a night of drinking and singing; 
timeless bangers as well as some of the finest 
pop hits made frequent appearances as the night 
progressed, accompanied by the occasional funky 
Dutch tune. The night ended the only way it 
could, swarmed by a group of Brits, singing along 
to Arctic Monkeys and The Killers, sounds pretty 
good to me.

April Book Club 16.04.2020
Since all on-campus events were cancelled, 
LLACE decided to keep the book clubs alive on 
Zoom. Cuddled up with tea and our laptops in 
bed we got together to discuss Winnie The Pooh 
by A. A. Milne. We discussed the different char-
acters and their traits and flaws. The book is full 
of interesting plays on language and of course, 
the beautiful drawings of Pooh, Piglet, Eeyore, 
Christopher Robins and all the other inhabitants 
of the 100 Aker Wood. Though the circumstances 
made our book club different than planned, it 
was a nice way to stay in touch!

May Book Club 14.05.2020
Still in quarantine, our May book club was about 
Giovanni’s Room by James Baldwin. It’s a novel 
from 1956, telling the story of a young bisexual 
man from America and his experiences in Paris. 
After starting off with a summary of the novel, we 
discussed the topic of the character’s searches for 
identity and how they perceive themselves and 
who they are, as well as their names and their 
meanings. Baldwin himself was part of the gay 
movement in the US. An interesting association 
was brought up between Giovanni and the song 
“Rebel Rebel” by David Bowie. Again, we en-

joyed catching up and the discussion! 

Book Club 23.6.2020
For the last book club of the year LLACE decided 
to change the genre to music under the aspect of 
the current political and social discussion around the 
Black Lives Matter movement. 
We listened to Kendrick Lamar’s album “To Pimp a 
Butterfly” and we talked about the background of 
the creation of the album and Lamar’s trip to Cape 
Town, which was one of the primary motivations 
for the album. Lamar’s album discusses topics from 
slavery and black history, institutionalized racism and 
the missing justice and rights for black people. The 
album brings attention to both communal struggles 
as well as individual struggles and points out topics 
such as stereotypes, hate among the community and 
external hate, money and power and their correla-
tion, as well as mental health. 
Though of course, it was not a book club in the clas-
Anne Benkowitz
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SUPERLATIVESSUPERLATIVES

Most likely to JUMP into the 
Oudezijds Voorburgwal Canal 
for 100 EUROS

1. Deniz Akdeniz

2. Dorus Asselbergs

3. Szymon Branka

Best BROMANCE
1. Tido Verduin 

& Severin Perović

2. Anaïs Bölderl 
& Maeve Sideroff

3. Rebecca Doets 
& James Nijman

Most likely to become 

A WRITER
1. Chaakir Benzina

2. Smrithika Majukar

3. Pip Jurgens 

Best ACCENT
1. Eireen Bruell

2. Arís Bjarnadottir-Miller

3. Kristy Melrose

Most likely to become FAMOUS
1. Elis Lipinski

2. Thijmen Oosterbaan

3. Jack Deen

Most likely to become a 
PROFESSOR at 

the UvA
1. Rebecca Doets

2. Sara Kemper 

3. Frantiska Beránková

Most likely Most likely to release to release 
the yearbook a year the yearbook a year 

too latetoo late1. This Yearbook 
Comittee
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Most likely to have been arrested 

during A PROTEST
1. Dr. Joyce Goggin

2. Dr. Emelia Quinn

3. Dr. Rina de Vries 

Most likely to have been A 
WILD STUDENT 

1. Dr. Nick Carr

2. Dr. Joyce Goggin

3. Dr. Imogen Cohen

Most CHAOTIC teacher

1. Dr. Daniel Wiechmann

2. Dr. Theodor Harmsen

3. Dr. Joyce Goggin

Most likely to lose A POETRY SLAM
1. Dr. Ben Moore

2. Dr. Nick Carr

3. Dr. Daniel Wiechmann

FUNNIEST teacher
1. Dr. Rina de Vries

2. Dr. Ben Moore

3. Dr. Nick Carr

Most likely to have an 

EMBARASSING 
TATTOO

1. Dr. Joyce Goggin

2. Dr. Kristine Johanson

3. Dr. Viktorija Kostadinova 
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Yearbook pictures

Rebecca Doets

Satan is a feminist

Juliet Hondtong

“I am so clever that sometimes I 
don’t understand a single word of 

what I am saying”
 - Oscar Wilde

Simone Simmon

Has anyone seen my wig?

Remo Basoglu

‘t is mooi weest

Chaakir Benzina

Lamps in videogames use real 
electricity

Isabeau Bronneberg

“Yeah it’s because Mercury is in 
retrograde”

Deniz Arda Akdeniz

You have heard about me.

Sara Kemper

“How dreary to be somebody!” - 
Emily Dickinson

2019 - 2020
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Stella Kanto

I love the smell of good 
grammar in the morning. 

James Nijman

I was in Australia, I voted for 
myself in all of the superlatives 

because I do not know who 
any of you are anymore

Thomas Gerritsen

“respect ya passion” - Nipsey 
Hussle

Frantiska Berankova

if someone makes you happy, 
make them happier :)

Eireen Deirdre Bruell

“I can’t stop drinking the cof-
fee. I stop drinking the coffee 
I stop doing the standing and 
walking and the words putting 

into sentence doing”

Sev Perovic

“when i cry my brain won’t 
stop thinking about if i look 

cool” - MV

Julie Thilges

The only reason I’m still single 
is because Mr. Darcy isn’t real.

Annemijn ten Have

Yeet or be yeeted

Smrithika / Smithy 

I owe a lot of money to the jar. 
if you know, you know.

Ben Groot

I’ve hidden a puzzle throughout 
the yearbook. Send the right 

answer to me and win €100,-. Your 
first hint is page 9

Tido Verduin

“If you’re afraid to fail, you’re 
probably going to fail.” - Kobe 

Bryant

Yee Man Ng

But have you tried morning 
yoga to fix all your problems?
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Demi Kraakman

“You can’t use up creativity. 
The more you use the more 

you have.” - Oscar Wilde (PS. 
How do I cite this quote from 

pinterest MLA style?) 

Laura Legille

As the Luxembourgish people 
say: “Haaptsach eng Gäns” ( = 

The main thing is a geese)

Chinouk Lindt

“Do you know that vine?”

Katinka van de Wall

Hi Laura!!!

Alex Boralevi

Good.

Anastasia Mi

Basically 5 months of Year 1

Lara Trautwein

‘It is likely I will die next to a 
pile of things I was meaning to 

read.’ - Lemony Snicket

Elis Lipinski 

Red jacket beard headphones 

Constantinos Kokkinolambos

“Wah-pah!” - Chandler Bing, 
Friends

Roosmarijn Rentier

Carole did it  #FreeJoe

Jeremy Larsen

Men who sit to pee are 
enlightened.

Chelsea van der Linden

Can’t wait for online gradua-
tion!!!
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Jack Deen

Jan Smit heeft me een keer 
aangereden

Anne Benkowitz

I’m not very good with the 
advice. May I interest you in a 

sarcastic comment?

Sarah Ligthart

Are you coming to the book 
club?

Pip Jurgens

He who hesitates is lost

Emma Steur

“Dear diary, my teen-angst 
bullshit now has a body 

count.” It’s me. I’m the body.

Gael Gawlinski

When in doubt, just drop out! 

Puck Weijnen

Hop on the Peace Train!!!!
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2020 
2020 

Deniz Akdeniz
Ayla Aslan
Youssef Barouss
Emilia Barriga
Remo Basoglu
Chloë Been
Manon Beentjes
Anne Benkowitz
Frantiska Berankova
Maggie Bielaczyc
Seraina Birdsey
Arís Bjarnadóttir-Miller
Julia Blomberg
Sophie Bootsma
Stella Botta
Eireen Bruell
Georgios Chnitidis
Victor Cordon
Mundi Cox
Sanne Dekker
Jill van Duin
Ilayda Duman
Pallak Durra
Gael Gawlinski
Thomas Gerritsen
Isabelle Gillen
Alice Bouzada Goulart
Didi Grootjen
Annemijn ten Have
Mayla Hendriks
Luuk Hendrix
Juliet Hondtong
Job Honig
Anouk Johansson 
Cytherea Jokela
Stella Kanto
Demi Kraakman

Kasey Kellums
Kai Langman
Jeremy Larsen
Klaudia Latkowska
Sarah Ligthart
Chinouk Lindt
Elis Lipinski 
Smrithika Majukar
Anastasia Mi
Ansaf Mounir
Eileen Nijhuis
Marijne Ottenheijm
Severin Perović
Marnix Posch
Lisa Ribbeling
Huug Roosjen
Maeva Sideroff
Loyde Silva
Annemarie Stoof
Cas van Soestbergen
Babette Stolk
Romane Texier
Julie Thilges
Borislav Trakov
Lara Trautwein
Mieke van de Veerdonk
Mette Visser
Yara Voss
Puck Weijnen
Lianne Wester
Nefeli Vafiadis
Tido Verduin
Amber Vermue
Evyatar Yaari
Dylan Zondag
Iris van Zon
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STAFF
Dr. E. A. (Anne) Bannink

Dr. N. D. (Nicholas) Carr

Dr. C. A. P. (Carrol) Clarkson

Dr. R. A. (Robert) Cloutier

Dr. I. C. (Imogen) Cohen

Dr. H. D. J. (Dány) van Dam

Dr. H. R. (Jet) van Dam van Isselt

Dr. M. W. (Marc) Farrant

Dr. R. W. H. (Rudolph) Glitz

Dr. J. (Joyce) Goggin

Dr. T. H. B. M. (Theodor) Harmsen

Dr. K.A. (Kristine) Johanson

Dr. L. E. (Lois) Kemp

Dr. V. (Viktorija) Kostadinova

Dr. M. (Manon) van der Laaken

Dr. B. P. (Ben) Moore

Dr. E. J. (Emelia) Quinn

Dr. C. M. (Rina) de Vries

Dr. D. (Daniel) Wiechmann

Dr. R. (Rose) van der Zwaard
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COLOPHON

Commitee members

Anne Benkowitz
Eireen Bruell
Ben Groot
Pip Jurgens
Sara Kemper
Laura Legille
Sarah Ligthart
Chinouk Lindt
Emma Steur
Katinka van de Wall

Layout

Chinouk Lindt
Katinka van de Wall

Cover

Chinouk Lindt

Poster Drawings

Emma Steur

Special Thanks to
Remo Basoglu 
Chaakir Benzina 
Isabeau Bronneberg
Jack Deen
Rebecca Doets
Tamar Esperanza
Peper Hofstede
Lisa Lautenschutz
Marynia Liebrand 
Anastasia Mi 
Yee Man Ng 
James Nijman
Dora Peterfay
Romane Texier
Dylan Zondag

Dr. Nicholas Carr
Dr. Daný van Dam
Dr. Rudolph Glitz
Dr. Emelia Quinn
Dr. Rose van der Zwaard
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